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North  West  Shropshire  Combined  Health  Districts 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICE, 

8,  OSWALD  ROAD, 

OSWESTRY, 

SHROPSHIRE. 

MAY,  1949. 

To  the  Mayor,  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils  comprising  the  North 

West  Health  Districts  of  Salop. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1948,  which  is  compiled 
in  accordance  with  Circular  3/49  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  17  January, 
1949. 

It  takes  the  same  form  as  last  year. 

There  are  certain  matters  which,  perhaps,  call  for  special  mention. 

HOUSING. 

The  year  has  seen  variable  progress  towards  easing  the  lot  of  families  living 
under  bad  housing  conditions.  Those  who  have  been  allocated  houses  were 
chiefly  families  living  under  overcrowded  condition  or  in  rooms,  but  in  all  dis¬ 
tricts  there  are  still  a  number  of  such  cases  waiting  to  be  rehoused. 

When  all  the  above  mentioned  categories  have  houses,  the  removal  of  families 
out  of  insanitary  houses  will  have  to  be  dealt  with,  for  there  are  many  houses 
which  have  long  outlived  their  span  of  usefulness,  are  a  danger  to  health  and  are 
overdue  for  demolition.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  as  a  result  of  the  Housing  Survey, 
the  list  of  such  houses  should  be  fairly  complete,  but  in  the  Urban  Districts  it 
will  require  a  fairly  comprehensive  inspection  to  obtain  the  necessary  informa¬ 
tion,  and  Public  Health  Authorities  should  not  be  satisfied  until  this  further  move 
to  provide  healthy,  happy  homes  is  accomplished. 

In  this  matter  of  building  homes  it  would  seem  that  the  structure  has  received 
good  attention  but  the  functions  of  the  house  neglected,  but  the  latter  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  health  and  the  comfort  of  those  who  live  in  the  house. 
In  this  connection  the  heating  of  the  house  should  take  a  prominent  place.  Much 
work  has  been  done  in  investigating  the  efficient  and  economic  means  of  heating 
houses  but  there  does  not  appear  much  evidence  that  sufficient  use  is  being  made 
of  this  knowledge  in  the  designing  of  new  houses.  Inadequate  means  of  heating 
and  ventilation  cannot  be  made  accountable  for  such  serious  ill-effects  as  are  due 
to  overcrowding,  gross  defects  in  the  structure  and  disrepair  of  a  house,  but  they 
do  adversely  effect  the  health  and  well  being  and  they  also  limit  the  habitable 
area  of  a  house. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  British  Home  is  the  smallest  in  the  world  because 
for  so  much  of  the  year  so  few  of  its  rooms  are  habitable  owing  to  their  cold¬ 
ness.  Greater  attention  to  the  insulation  of  a  house  and  to  space  heating  would 
make  more  rooms  habitable  at  all  times.  Fuller  use  of  the  house  would  be  of 
benefit  to  health  and  happiness. 
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In  the  non-parlour  type  of  house  a  bedroom  couid  be  used  as  an  extra 
sitting  room  and  so,  much  better  use  made  of  the  house.  This  might  make 
consideration  of  a  family  of  three  or  four  for  a  three-bedroorned  house  more 
reasonable,  for  one  of  the  three  bedrooms  could  be  used  as  a  living  room  or 
study. 

A  serious  result  of  cold  rooms  Which  has  been  found  is  that  families  who 
have  been  removed  to  new  houses  on  account  of  overcrowding,  still  crowd  into 
one  room,  although  there  is  now  an  extra  living  room,  and  bedrooms  are  still 
occupied  by  three  or  four  persons  for  the  sake  of  warmth. 

The  prevalence  of  colds,  bronchitis  and  other  chest  troubles  can  be  generally 
attributed  to  the  lack  of  ventilation  due  to  closely  sealed  windows  in  living 
and  bedroom,  with  often  too  many  occupants  seeking  warmth  and  comfort. 
Adequate  heating  of  the  rooms  would  encourage,  perhaps  even  necessitate,  the 
opening  of  windows  and  so  reduce  the  risk  of  infection  and  congestion  of  the 
nasal  and  respiratory  passages.  Efficient  heating  arrangements  would  give  a 
better  value  for  the  money  spent  in  the  provision  of  houses. 

There  is  room  too,  for  improvement  in  the  ventilation  of  houses,  windows 
which  can  be  opened  without  the  rain  pouring  in,  or  the  wind  dashing  round, 
So  little  progress  has  been  made,  that  to  enable  some  inlet  of  air  when  the 
windows  are  closed,  doors  are  made  that  do  not  ht  so  that  air  enters  through  the 
gaps  often  causing  draughts  and  cold. 


CLEAN  FOOD. 

Public  attention  has  been  drawn  frequently  to  this  subject  during  the  year, 
and  it  is  one  which  nobody  can  safely  ignore.  It  is  not  only  receiving  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Health  Authorities  but  also  of  those  connected  with  the  Catering 
Trade. 

The  publicity  and  educational  work  that  has  been  done  has  resulted  in  im¬ 
proved  conditions  in  Cafes,  Restaurants  and  other  food  handling  places.  Less 
food  is  seen  exposed  to  dust  and  flies,  food  handlers  pay  more  attention  to  the 
washing  of  their  hands,  clothing  of  food  (handlers  is  more  suitable  for  their 
calling;  one  thing  that  needs  the  greatest  care  is  the  washing  of  the  utensils  and 
cutlery,  and  to  see  that  the  temperature  is  maintained  and  the  water  changed 
before  it  gets  cold  and  dirty.  It  is  lack  of  care  that  is  the  cause  of  the  many  out¬ 
breaks  of  food  poisoning  that  now  occur,  with  more  communal  feeding  increasing 
the  hazards. 

We  hope  that  those  responsible  for  preparing  and  handling  our  food  are 
more  conscious  of  their  great  responsibilities  to  their  customers. 

If  we  have  not  attained  the  standard  of  the  United  States  of  America  where 
the  handling  of  a  cake  or  sandwich,  or  the  sight  of  food  lying  uncovered  on 
the  counters  might  cause  a  riot,  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  the  majority  of 
those  in  charge  of  food  preparing  places,  fish  and  chip  shops,  cafes,  etc.,  are 
alive  to  what  is  expected  of  them,  and  they,  have  been  helped  by  the  regular 
inspection  of  the  premises  and  advice  given  to  management  and  staff.  But  the 
equipment  in  many  establishments  for  the  provision  of  sufficient  hot  water  and 
an  adequate  number  of  sinks  for  washing  utensils,  is  lacking. 

In  the  end,  however,  the  establishment  of  a  high  standard  depends  very 
largely  on  the  customers,  who  should  avoid  places  where  they  see  slovenly  attend¬ 
ants,  the  presence  of  flies,  and  an  appearance  of  neglect  or  uncleanliness,  and 
Where  food  is  left  exposed  or  unduly  handled. 
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When  every  food  handler  takes  a  pride  in  attaining  the  highest  standard  of 
cleanliness  and  never  relaxes  even  in  the  busiest  and  therefore  the  most  danger¬ 
ous  period,  then  we  shall  have  got  somewhere  towards  the  goal  of  assuring  clean 
food. 


THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  this  Act  on  July  5th  no  revolutionary  changes 
affected  the  work  of  the  Health  Department.  The  County  Council  assumed  the 
name  of  Local  Health  Authority,  took  over  full  responsibility  for  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  Immunisation  against  any 
other  disease,  having  to  give  the  general  medical  practitioner  an  opportunity  to 
provide  these  services;  arrangements  with  local  practitioners  were  previously  made 
by  the  District  Authorities,  who  now  are  no  longer  able  to  provide  Diphtheria 
anti-toxin  or  medicines;  practitioners  may  now  obtain  these  from  the  hospitals. 
Vaccination  is  now  on  the  same  footing  as  Diphtheria  Immunisation,  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  for  parents  to  stir  up  their  conscience  to  avoid  having  their 
children  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  It  remains  to  be  seen  in  what  way  this 
will  affect  the  already  low  proportion  of  vaccinated  children.  With  the  ever 
present  possibility  of  the  introduction  of  cases  of  smallpox  by  ship  or  by  air, 
the  result  of  having  a  population  largely  unvaccinated  might  bring  the  dire 
prospect  of  frequent  and  widespread  outbreaks  of  smallpox  within  the  realms  of 
possibility. 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  all  purposes  is  controlled  by  the  County  Council, 
most  of  the  districts  were  already  well  supplied  with  ambulances  but  the  new 
arrangements  should  give  better  scope  for  an  ambulance  always  being  available 
wherever  and  whenever  it  is  required  although  one  wonders  sometimes  when 
the  ambulance  has  to  cover  the  forty  miles  or  so  from  Shrewsbury  to  take  a  case 
a  few  hundred  yards  or  a  mile  or  two  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  sometimes  more 
than  once  in  the  day. 

The  provision  of  Home  Helps  by  the  County  Council  is  included  in  the 
Act,  and  as  a  result  a  scheme  was  started  in  July  to  cover  Oswestry  Borough  and 
Rural  Districts,  the  arrangements  being  carried  out  by  the  W.V.S.  Oswestry 
has  had  to  wait  a  long  time  for  a  scheme  for  which  there  has  been  a  crying 
need.  In  1936  I  advocated  the  appointment  of  Home  Helps  in  a  Report  to  the 
Health  Committee,  which  recommended  the  Council  to  appoint  two  women  to 
undertake  the  work  of  Home  Helps  in  the  town  but  the  scheme  never 
materialised. 

The  experience  up  to  date  of  this  scheme  (see  report  page  42),  has  shown 
the  need  for  such  help  in  the  town  and  its  extension  to  other  towns  and  surround¬ 
ing  districts  would  no  doubt  be  much  appreciated,  for  its  value  to  the  Housewife 
in  difficult  times  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

With  the  extension  of  scavenging  in  the  district  it  is  very  important,  if 
danger  to  the  Public  Health  is  to  be  avoided,  that  in  the  process  of  tipping  strict 
measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  infestation  of  rats  and  flies,  while  also 
guarding  against  unsightliness.  It  is,  therefore,  opportune  that  the  precautions 
laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  tipping  should  be  stated  here,  for  it  is 
only  by  strict  compliance  with  these  that  the  prevention  of  trouble  can  be 
assured;  neglect  of  them  will  make  nuisances  inevitable. 
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(1)  The  deposit  shall  be  made  in  layers. 

(2)  No  layer  shall  exceed  6  feet  in  depth. 

(3)  Each  layer  should  be  covered  on  all  surfaces  exposed  to  the  air,  with 
at  least  nine  inches  of  earth  or  other  suitable  substance. 

(4)  No  refuse  should  be  kept  uncovered  for  more  than  72  hours  from  the 
time  of  deposit. 

(5)  Every  precaution  must  be  taken  to  prevent  paper  and  other  debris  from 
being  blown  by  the  wind  away  from  the  place  of  deposit. 

(6*  Every  reasonable  precaution  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  breaking  out 
of  fires  and  the  breeding  of  flies  and  vermin. 

m 

(7)  All  practicable  steps  must  be  taken  to  secure  that  tins  or  other  vessels 
or  loose  debris  likely  to  give  rise  to  nuisance  are  not  deposited  in  an 
exposed  condition  on  or  about  the  place  of  deposit. 

(8)  Sufficient  and  competent  labour  must  be  provided  in  connection  with 
the  deposit  to  enable  the  necessary  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  nuisance. 

(9)  So  far  as  practicable  each  layer  of  refuse  which  has  been  laid  and 

covered  with  soil  must  be  allowed  to  settle  before  the  next  layer  is 
added. 

(10)  Wherever  practicable  the  person  making  the  deposit  must  avoid  rais¬ 
ing  the  surface  of  the  tip  above  the  general  level  of  the  adjoining  field. 

The  object  of  controlled  tipping  is  not  only  to  dispose  of  refuse  in  a  hygienic 
and  economical  way,  but  to  perform  a  useful  public  service  in  the  reclamation 
and  conversion  of  useless  land  into  something  useful,  which  can  be  used  for 
sports  or  playing  fields,  or  even  reclaimed  as  agricultural  land. 

Much  of  the  material  for  the  Report  has  been  compiled  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  for  whose  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year  I  am  much  indebted. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  other  officials  for  their  invariable  courtesy  and 
helpfulness. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  WILSON  EVANS. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following  are  the  General  Statistics  for  the  different  districts  in  the  area 

ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1206 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  1996 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1948  C50 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  /to. 652 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  /41 

OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2180 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  10,790 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1948  3078 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^77,769 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^318/17/2 

WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  905 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  2290 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1948  710 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^12,658 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^50 

WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .5996 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  6829 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1948  1941 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^38,062 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £148 

ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51117 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  7°34 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1948  1836 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^29,175 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^122 

OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61527 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  1:7740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1948  447° 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £70,365 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^286 

WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60417 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  10740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1948  2947 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^48 ,65 1 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^206 

NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 

Area  of  whole  district  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183348 

Population  of  whole  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  574I9 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male . 
19 


Female. 

9 


Total. 

28 


19 

9 

28 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

14.0 

Male. 

Female. 

Total, 

Deaths. 

T5 

13 

28 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

14.0 

Still  Births. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

■ - 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of 

age  who  died  during  1948  ... 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of 

age  per  1000  births 

3b 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

•  .  ,  ,  ,  ... 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

*  •  , ,  ,  ... 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 

births  ... 

Nil 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years)  — 

— 

— 

The  Registrar  General  gives  an  estimated  increase  in  the  population  of  79 
but  the  births  and  deaths  were  equal  so  there  was  no  natural  alteration  in  the 
population.  The  considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  was  more  than  offset 
by  the  large  fall  in  the  number  of  births,  which  was  the  lowest  for  some  years 
and  approaching  the  pre-war  figure. 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

101 

83 

184 

I  Legitimate 

8 

5 

13 

109 

88 

197 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

18.2 

Deaths. 

Male. 

F  emale . 

Total. 

- 

72 

66 

138 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

12.8 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

- - 

2 

2 

4 

5 

9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

•  •  • 

.83 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during  1948  ... 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births 


Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 
From  other  causes 

Maternal  Mortality  Fate  per  1000  births  ... 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping-Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Male. 


Female. 


6 

30 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total. 


The  Registrar  General  takes  240  off  the  population  in  his  estimate  tor  the 
year,  the  number  of  births  shows  a  reduction  of  46  on  last  year’s  exceptional 
figure  and  comes  nearer  to  the  figures  of  recent  years.  The  number  of  deaths 
shows  a  reduction  of  3,  while  the  number  of  infants  who  died  under  1  year  was 
well  below  the  average  and  gave  an  infant  mortality  rate  considerably  lower 
than  that  for  the  County  as  a  whole. 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

35 

17 

52 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

36 

19 

55 

Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

24.0 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

16 

19 

35 

Death  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

15-3 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during  1948  ... 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of 

age  per  iooo 

births 

36 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

... 

... 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 

births 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— • 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years)  1 

— 

1 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  an  increase  of  88  in  the  population.  All 
the  other  figures  are  favourable  and  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate  show  an  im¬ 
provement  on  last  year. 
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WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Live  Births. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

69 

73 

142 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 

11 

76  77  153 


Birth  Rate  per  1000 

population 

(Civilian) 

. . . 

22.4 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Death  Rate  per  1000 

population 

(Civilian) 

54 

3* 

85 

12.4 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

... 

Male. 

2 

Female. 

1 

2 

Total 

3 

2 

2  3  5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ...  ...  .73 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  during  1948  ...  4 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births  ...  26.1 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  1  —  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1  —  1 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  1  —  1 


There  was  an  increase  of  303  in  the  population  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  Registrar  General,  while  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  showed  a  natural 
increase  of  68.  The  birth  rate  continued  high  and  a  slight  increase  in  the  death 
rate  keeps  that  figure  above  the  average.  The  infant  mortality  figure  continued 
low,  26  comparing  very  favourably  with  34  for  the  whole  Country. 
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ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT, 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

56 

53 

114 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

7 

6i 

6o 

1 21 

Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

17.2 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

40 

4° 

80 

Death  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

11. 2 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population 

0.71 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during 

1948  ... 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year  of 

age  per  iooo  births 

^5 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  < 

of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

•••  •••  ••• 

... 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

•  •••  ,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  iooo 

births 

Nil 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  — 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

, ,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years)  i 

— 

1 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  is  the  increase  of  population  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General,  but  with  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  births  and  the  number 
of  deaths  about  the  same  as  last  year,  the  natural  increase  was  41  against  the  77 
of  last  year.  The  number  of  infants  who  died  under  1  year  was  only  3,  the  same 
as  last  year,  but  with  the  fewer  births  there  is  a  raising  of  the  infant  mortality 
figure,  but  at  25  it  is  still  well  below  the  national  figure  of  34. 
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OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE 

YEAR 

1948. 

Live  Births.  Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  68 

329 

Illegitimate  ..  ...  ...  3 

5 

8 

.  171; 

156 

327 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

18.4 

Deaths.  Male 

Female. 

Total. 

125 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

88 

203 

11. 4 

Still  Births.  Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 

- - 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

.17 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  during  1948  ... 

22 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000 

births 

67 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

,  ,  , 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births 

. . . 

3 

Male 

F  emale . 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  — 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

— 

1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  1 

— 

1 

The  estimated  increase  of  the  population  of  141  is  one  more  than  last  year, 
while  coincidentally  the  increase  of  124  births  over  deaths  gives  a  natural  increase 
of  one  more  than  last  year.  The  deaths  of  infants  was  the  one  unfavourable 
figure  in  the  vital  statistics;  22  against  14  last  year  gives  a  mortality  figure  nearly 
twice  that  for  the  County  as  a  whole. 
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WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Live  Births. 

Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

89 

83 

172 

Illegitimate 

12 

11 

23 

IOI 

94 

195 

Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

... 

18. 1 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

48 

44 

92 

Death  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

8-5 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

5 

2 

ft 

/ 

Illegitimate 

.  .  .  - 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  ... 

... 

■65 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during  1948  ... 

7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of 

age  per  iooo 

births 

35-9 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  .  .  . 

Nil 

From  other  causes  ... 

»  •  ,  ,  , 

•  •  •  ,  ,  , 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  iooo 

births  . . . 

... 

5.i 

Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years)  — 

1 

1 

The  Registrar  General  reduces  the  estimated  increase  in  population  given  last 
year  by  410,  the  increase  for  the  year  being  230  against  640  last  year,  while  the 
natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  is  about  the  same,  107  last  year,  103  this 
year.  There  was  a  marked  drop  in  the  death  rate  from  11.3  last  year  to  8.5;  the 
figure  for  the  whole  country  is  10.8. 
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BIRTHS:  HEATHS:  STILL  BIRTHS:  INFANT  MORTALITY: 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  FOR  THE  SEVEN  DISTRICTS  COMBINED. 


Maternal 

Mort. 

■ 

I 

I 

I 

cr. 

M 

«o 

Nj" 

Material 

Deaths. 

I 

' 

1 

l 

I 

1 

l 

H 

H 

01 

0 

i 

Infant 

Mort. 

35-7 

30.4 

- - 

36.3 

H 

O 

01 

oi 

m 

JO 

vf" 

CM 

cn 

m. 

'O 

q 

in 

or, 

vO 

01 

-r4- 

co 

CY*' 

34 

Infant 

Deaths. 

H 

vO 

0 

NT* 

ro 

H 

OO 

01 

0) 

I 

32 

45 

l 

Still 

Birth  Rate. 

i 

ro 

00 

6 

l 

1 

0.73 

0.78 

0.71 

H 

6 

in 

vO 

6 

0.51 

...  . 

Tt- 

vq 

o’ 

0.42 

Still 

Births. 

*  i 

•  r— I 

£ 

Ov 

■ 

in 

* 

H 

in 

ro 

i  9i 

Oi 

OI 

1 

Death 

Rate. 

H 

8*zi 

CO 

in 

H 

<M 

H 

VO 

ro 

H 

11. 2 

H 

H 

in 

06 

10.3 

12 

10.8  1 

I 

Total 

Deaths. 

oo 

oi 

CO 

CQ 

H 

1 

in 

00 

[ 

286 

0 

OO 

203 

92 

in 

00 

H 

0 

vO 

1 

Birth 

Rate. 

H 

01 

06 

H 

<N 

CM 

H 

1 

17.2 

Nf- 

00 

H 

H 

00 

H 

C-. 

G 

r-f 

00 

00 

w 

qv 

g 

H 

Total 

Births. 

i 

Ov 

M 

55 

on 

in 

H 

rn 

<n 

1 2 1 

o- 

01 

TO 

>n 

CO 

M 

£fg 

vO 

r^ 

c 

H 
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DISTRICT. 

ELLESMERE 

U.D. 

OSWESTRY 

M.B. 

WEM  U.D. 

WHITCHURCH 

U.D. 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS  ... 

ELLESMERE 

R.D. 

OSWESTRY 

R.D. 

q 

ft 

S 

ft 

> 

p* 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS  . . . 

WHOLE  OF 
NORTH  WEST 
SHROPSHIRE 

ENGLAND  AND 
WALES 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1948. 


CAUSE. 

Ellesmere 

U.D. 

Oswestrv 

j 

M.B. 

Wem 

U.D. 

Whitchurch 

U.D. 

Ellesmere 

R.D. 

Oswestry 

R.D. 

Wem 

R.D. 

North  West 

Dist. 

Typhoid  and  Parat.  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Tub.  of  Resp.  System 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

5 

3 

18 

Other  forms  of  Tub’ is 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Influenza 

— 

: — 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polio-enceph. 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

I 

1  - 

— 

2 

1 

I  - 

2 

Ac.  Inf.  enceph. 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and 

Oesoph.  (M.)  uterus  (F)  ... 

1 

4 

1 

> 

'  1 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1  3 

1 

1  19 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

12 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

2 

18 

5 

2 

5 

20  ' 

10 

62 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Intra  cranial  Vascular  lesions 

6 

14 

4 

8 

9 

22 

9 

72 

Heart  Disease 

8 

54 

T3 

27 

21 

71 

29 

223 

Other  diseases  of  the 

Circulatory  syst.  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

1 

1  3 

r 

1  is 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

5 

2 

7 

5 

8 

5 

33 

Pneumonia 

2 

6 

1 

3 

— 

6 

5 

2  3 

Other  resp.  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Appendicitis 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Other  digve.  diseases 

— 

•  .1 

1 

4 

1 

6 

— 

13 

Nephritis 

1  1 

4 

1 

8 

1 

5 

4 

24 

Puerperal  and  post-abort. 

Sepsis 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1  ~ 

1 

1  •- 

Other  Maternal  dis.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

Premature  birth 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

10 

1 

15 

Con.  mal.  birth  injuries 

Infant  dis. 

I 

1  1 

4  \ 

-  1 

— 

2  1 

5 

! 

3 

I 

1  15 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

7 

Other  violent  causes 

T 

2 

— 

.  2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

All  other  causes 

— 

9 

1 

5 

10 

12 

6 

1  43 

All  causes  ... 

28 

136 

35 

83 

79 

205 

9i 

657 

20 


CANCER 


District. 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Rate  per 
1000 

Population. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

3 

1 

4 

O 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

...  1 3 

18 

3i 

2.9 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

5 

4 

9 

4 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

3 

3 

6 

•87 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

...  24 

26 

50 

2.44 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

6 

3 

9 

1 .2 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

...  18 

12 

30 

I-7 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

10 

5 

^5 

1.4 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

•  •  •  34 

2G 

54 

i-43 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

...  58 

W 

104 

1  -93 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 
AGE  DISTRIBUTION. 


DISTRICT. 

Under 

1  day 

I  £ 

M  "0 

7  days  to 

1  month 

3 

months. 

3—6 

months. 

6—9 

months. 

9—12 

months. 

Total 

Combined 

1  Total 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

IM.  F. 

M.  F. 

ELLESMERE  U.D. 

—  — 

1  — 

—  _ 

—  — 

— .  — . 

—  — 

-  -  j  — t 

1 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

3  — 

1  1 

—  — 

— .  — 

— .  . — 

— .  — 

-  - 

4  1 

5 

WEM  U.D. 

• 

— .  — 

—  — 

1  — 

—  — - 

—  — 

—  I 

1  1 

2 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

—  —  I  — 

—  — 

1  — 

—  1 

—  — 

—  - 

2  1 

3 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS 

3  —  1 

3  1 

2  — 

i  j 

| 

1  1  8  3 

11 

ELLESMERE  R.D. 

1  1 

—  — 

- —  ■ — - 

- — -  — 

—  — 

1  — 

-  — 

2  1 

3 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

1  6 

7  6 

—  — 

1  — 

1  — - 

—  — 

I  2  II  14 

25 

WEM  R.D. 

—  2 

—  1 

1  — 

—  1 

T  — 

—  - — . 

-  - 

4  2 

6 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS 

1 

2  9  I  7  7 

1 

I  -  |  I  T 

1 

2  —  I  I  — 

1 

I  2  |  17  17 

34 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH 
WEST  * 
SHROPSHIRE  ... 

1 

5  9  |  10  8 

I  - 

3  1 

1 

1 

2  I  |  I  - 

I  3 

25  20 

45 

21 


Total 


NEO-MORTALITY 


Districts. 

Deaths 

under 

of  Infants 
i  month. 

Rate  per 

1000  Births. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

M. 

i 

F. 

Total 

1 

35-7 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

...  4 

i 

5 

25-4 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

i 

— 

1 

6-5 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS  ... 

6 

i 

7 

16.9 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

i 

i 

2 

16.5 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

8 

12 

20 

61 .1 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

i 

3 

4 

20.5 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

IO 

16 

26 

32.7 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

...  16 

17 

33 

24.8 

NOTIFICATION 

OF 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

ELLESMERE 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Ages. 

Measles. 

Typhoid. 

0 — 

.  .  • 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

3— 

5— 

z  z 

—  — 

10 — 

.  .  . 

—  I 

—  — 

i5— 

.  .  . 

—  — 

—  — 

25— 

.  .  . 

—  — 

45— 

—  — 

_ —  — 

65  and 

over — 

—  -  — 

1  — 

Not  known 

—  — 

—  — 

Totals 

... 

—  1 

1  — 

OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 


Age. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Typ! 

loid. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Erysipelas. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 — 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

1 — 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

—  • — 

—  — 

3— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

—  — 

—  — 

5— 

7 

5 

— 

~ r 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

-  - 

-  - 

15— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

I 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_  — 

—  — 

—  — 

25— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

-  - 

-  - 

45— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

—  1 

65  and 

over — 

— 

— 

1 

2 

—  — 

Not 

known — 

■  — 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

—  — 

Totals 

14 

16 

4 

7 

3 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

—  2 

—  1 

22 


WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Age. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Measles. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Pneumonia. 


0 — 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

I — 

•  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3— 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

10 — 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

- — 

— . 

— 

15— 

*  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25— 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45 — 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

,  ,  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  known 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

1 

7 

12 

1 

7 

— 

1 

WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Measle 

s. 

Erysipelas. 

Pneumonia. 

Age. 

Fever. 

Cough . 

M  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

0 — 

—  — 

3  3 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 — 

1  — 

3  4 

17 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3— 

2  — 

4  4 

20 

19 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

5— 

10 — 

4  3 

5  5 

37 

39 

' 

— 

— 

— 

15— 

25— 

—  1 

2  — 

—  1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

45— 

65  and 

over — 

.  .  .  -  - 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Not  known 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

9  4 

15  18 

79 

67 

— 

I 

1 

— 

ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Age. 


Whooping  Measles.  Scarlet  Puerperal 

Cough.  Fever.  Pyrexia. 


M. 


3 

1 

2 


10 - 

i5— 

25— 

45— 


65  and  over 
Not  known 


Totals 


6 


6 


^5 


F. 


M. 


5 

4 

9 

3 


1 


22 


F.  M.  F. 


1 


Non-civilians — 1  Measles  (age  not  known). 


23 


OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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co 

-p 

Cd 

£ 

O 

o 

CD 
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CD 

•  t— M 
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M 
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CO 

CD 

CO 
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2  O 
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H 
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CD 

Vh 

a3 

a 


oi  Pd 


D 

be 

< 
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O  H  CO  IT)  6  lO  'O  ^ 
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a3 
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o 
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Non-civilians: — i  Measles  (age  not  known) . 
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INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  effect  of  immunisation  was  becoming  apparent  after  1940. 

Number  of  Cases  and  Deaths  over  two  eight-yearly  periods  before  and  after  1940. 


1933-40.  194 1  "4^- 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  652  52 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  47  3 

This  happy  result  can  be  safely  attributed  to  immunisation  although  only 
about  half  the  children  under  5  years  of  age  have  been  artificially  protected. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  outbreak  of  Typhoid  fever  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  rather  casts  its 
shadow  over  the  picture  of  Infectious  Disease  for  the  year.  Fortunately,  despite 
the  fact  that  a  number  of  patients  had  been  discharged  to  other  parts  of  the 
district  before  the  nature  of  the  disease  was  recognised,  only  16  cases  occurred  in 
the  neighbouring  districts,  and  although  13  cases  occurred  in  Oswestry  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  among  members  of  the  staff  who  lived  out,  no  secondary  case 
occurred. 

This  outbreak  has  been  dealt  with  in  a  separate  report  and  further  comment 
here  is  unnecessary. 

There  were  about  half  the  number  of  measles  and  1  death  compared  with 
last  year,  but  nearly  three  times  as  many  cases  of  whooping  cough,  with  2  deaths. 
Scarlet  fever  was  down  and  also  Pneumonia,  but  the  figure  for  the  latter  prob¬ 
ably  does  not  indicate  the  true  prevalence  of  the  disease. 

Of  the  three  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2  were  non-civilians  and  the  other  an  adult. 

Notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  very  low,  giving  a  rate  of  4.52  per 
1,000  births  and  still  births,  as  compared  with  6.89  for  England  and  Wales. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department 
during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

M.  F. 

1  2 

M  F. 

—  1 

M.  F. 

1  3 

Service  Cases 

—  — 

—  — 

Transfers 

-  - 

-  - 

--  — 

Totals 

1  2 

—  1 

1  3 

Deaths 

1  1 

—  — 

1  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1948. 

Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

3  7  6  6 


Total. 


F. 

13 


26 


M. 

9 


OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

Totals 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

1  1 

1  — 

—  1 

M'  F. 

2  1 

1  — 

M.  F. 

3  2 

1  — 

1  1 

2  2 

3  1 

5  3 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1948. 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

44  28 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

23  23 


Total. 

M.  F 

67  51 


WElM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

Totals  ... 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

—  1 

4. 

M.  F. 

3  1 

M.  F 

3  2 

—  1 

3  1 

3  2 

1  — 

—  — 

1  — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1948. 


Respiratory.  Non-  Total. 

Respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

5  3  8  6  13  9 


WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

Totals 

Deaths  ...  * 

M.  F. 

2  — 

—  1 

M.  F. 

M.  F 

2  — 

—  1 

2  1 

—  — 

2  1 

2  — 

—  —  | 

2  — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non-  Total 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F.  M. 

12 

9 

T4  9  26 

27 


ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

Totals 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

1  4 

2  — 

M.  F. 

3  — 

M  F. 

4  4 

2  — 

3  4 

3  “ 

6  4 

—  2 

—  1 

—  •  3 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1948. 


/ 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

18  14 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

19  12 


Total. 


M.  F. 

37  26 


OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

T 

1 

M.  F. 

M.  F 

Civilian  Cases 

5  4 

1  5 

6  9 

Service  Cases 

1  — 

—  — 

1  — 

Transfers 

2  '  2 

7  - 

3  2 

Totals 

8  .  6 

•  2  5 

10  n 

Deaths 

3  1 

I  — 

4  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1948. 

Respiratory.  Non-  Total. 

Respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

44  33  32  34  76  67 


WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1948. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

T  otal . 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

Totals 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

4  1 

2  — 

1  3 

M.  F. 

1  2 

M.  F. 

5  3 

2  _ 

1  3 

7  4 

1  2 

8  6 

2  - 

—  2 

2  2 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1948. 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 


23 


Non- 


ResDiratory . 
M.  ‘  F. 

23  25 


Total. 

M.  F. 

46  46 


28 


21 


TUBERCULOSIS, 


TABLE  SHOWING  NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Respir 

alary 

Total. 

Non- 
Respir- 
atory . 

Total. 

Total  of  all 
Notifica¬ 
tions. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

M. 

i 

F. 

2 

3 

E,  M 

c— ^  I 

1 

1 

4 

OSWESTRY  M.B. 

2 

2 

4 

3  1 

A 

8 

WEM  U.D. 

— 

I 

I 

3  1 

4 

5 

3 

WHITCHURCH  U.D.  ... 

2 

I 

3 

— 

ALL  URBAN 

DISTRICTS 

5 

6 

it 

6  3 

9 

20 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

3 

4 

-*7 

/ 

3 

3 

10 

OSWESTRY  R.D. 

8 

6 

14 

2  5 

7 

21 

WEM  R.D. 

7 

4 

II 

1  2 

3 

14 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS 

18 

14 

32 

6  7 

13 

45 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH 
WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

2  3  20 

43 

T  2  IO 

22 

65 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  is  evidence  of  an  increase  in  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  over  the  last 
four  years  over  nearly  the  whole  district;  the  only  decrease  is  in  the  Borough 
of  Oswestry. 

As  regards  Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis,  this  had  not  shown  the  decrease 
in  the  previous  twenty  years  which  was  so  marked  in  the  case  of  the  Respiratory 
form,  but  rather  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  increase.  It  is  significant  that 
only  5  of  the  22  cases  which  occurred  during  the  year  were  in  three  districts 
where  a  large  proportion  of  the  milk  for  some  years  has  been  Tuberculin  Tested 
or  Heat  Treated,  while  the  remaining  17  were  in  the  other  four  districts. 

The  spread  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  has  always  been  closely  associated 
with  bad  housing  conditions  and  overcrowding,  and  the  decline  in  this  form  of 
the  disease  up  to  1939  accompanied  an  improvement  in  the  housing  conditions 
during  the  period  between  the  wars  of  1914  and  1939.  In  the  last  ten  years 
housing  conditions  have  seriously  deteriorated  with  lack  of  building  resulting  in 
the  continued  use  of  insanitary  houses  and  the  increase  of  overcrowding.  With 
some  allaying  of  this  state  of  affairs  during  the  past  year  and  with  the  continued 
building  of  new  houses  to  accommodate  the  badly  housed  and  the  overcrowded, 
the  present  trend  should  stop  and  a  return  to  the  decline  of  the  disease  be 
noticeable  in  the  near  future,  although  it  must  be  recognised  that  housing,  import¬ 
ant  as  it  is,  is  not  the  only  factor  responsible  in  the  increase  and  decrease. 


DIPHTHERIA  ANTI  TOXIN  ORDER. 

The  power  of  Local  Authorities  to  provide  a  supply  of  antitoxin  to  Medical 
Practitioners  for  use  in  emergency  for  the  prevention  or  treatment  of  Diphtheria 
is  repealed  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Under  this  act  the  Minister 
of  Health  may  supply  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  similar  preparations  to  medical 
practitioners  through  the  hospital  service.  In  their  districts  supplies  are  available 
to  medical  practitioners  at  the  Oswestry  District  Hospital  and  Whitchurch  Cottage 
Hospital.  All  practitioners  in  the  districts  have  been  notified  of  these  arrange¬ 
ments. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Facilities  for  Treatment. 

These  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  and  are  available  at  the 
various  centres  given  below;  the  Medical  Officer  attending  on  the  dates  and  at 
the  hours  given. 

\ 

OSWESTRY. 

The  Dispensary,  Lower  Brook  Street,  Oswestry. 

THURSDAYS:  Men,  1  p.m.  to  2  p.m.  Women,  2  p.m.  to  3  p.m. 

SHREWSBURY. 

1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury. 

THURSDAYS  and  FRIDAYS:  Men,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

MONDAYS  and  WEDNESDAYS:  Women,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

HOSPITALS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

OSWESTRY  AND  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MORDA,  OSWESTRY. 

ELLESMERE  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

WHITCHURCH  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

Infectious  Disease  cases  in  Ellesmere,  Wem  and  Whitchurch  Districts  are 
sent  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Monkmoor,  Shrewsbury.  Other  hospitals 
which  provide  accommodation  for  the  District  are: 

THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  HOSPITAL,  CROSS  HOUSES,  SHREWSBURY. 

THE  ROYAL  SALOP  INFIRMARY,  SHREWSBURY. 

EYE,  EAR  AND  THROAT  HOSPITAL,  SHREWSBURY. 

THE  ROBERT  JONES  AND  AGNES  HUNT  ORTHOPAEDIC  HOSPITAL, 
PARK  HALL,  OSWESTRY. 

All  these  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  which  was  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  which  came  into  force  on  July  5th, 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  County  Council,  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the 
Act,  to  make  provision  for  securing  that  ambulances  and  other  means  of  trans¬ 
port  are  available  for  the  conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  or  mental 
defectiveness  and  expectant  mothers  or  nursing  mothers,  from  places  in  their 
area  to  places  in  or  outside  their  area. 


SERVICES  WHICH  REMAIN  OUTSIDE  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICE. 


SERVICE. 

REMARKS. 

Ellesmere  Voluntary. 

This  service  remains  outside  the 
County  Council  Service  and  re¬ 
ceives  no  financial  support  from 
the  County  Council.  Liaison  is 

maintained  with  them. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


These  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury,  Telephone  Shrewsbury  4389.  The  Bacteriologist  is  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones 
and  the  Pathologist  Dr.  G.  Grant. 

This  service,  originally  instituted  as  an  emergency  basis,  is  now  a  permanent 
unit  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  undertaking  work  for  Local  Authorities  free  of 
charge  in  so  far  as  it  is  relevant  to  diagnosis.  This  service  is  invaluable, 
particularly  in  the  expeditious  dealing  with  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
food  samples. 

The  great  value  of  the  Laboratory  Service  was  demonstrated  during  the 
year  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
which  must  have  strained  its  resources  to  the  limit.  Its  work  in  the  examination 
of  specimens  which  sometimes  amounted  to  hundreds  at  a  time  was  a  remarkable 
achievement,  and  one  always  felt  complete  confidence  in  its  findings. 

I  am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to  place  on  record  my  admiration  for  the 
work  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones  and  his  assistants  through  the  long  and  exacting 
investigations. 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  at  end  of  1948  .  650 

Rateable  Value  .  £10,652 

Sum  represented  by  pen nv  rate  .  £41 


Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Vyrnwy  Aqueduct  of  the  Liver¬ 
pool  Corporation,  a  district  supply  main  being  taken  from  the  Liverpool  main 
at  the  Trench  meter  station.  The  supply  both  in  quality  and  quantity  is  constantly 
good.  It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  under  review  to  extend  or  lay 
any  new  mains,  ail  mains  for  the  supply  of  the  Council’s  new  houses  being  laid 
during  the  year  1947,  and  serving  all  areas  where  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  mains  .  633  approx. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  standpipes  .  9  „ 

Number  of  population  supplied  from  mains  .  1,425  „ 

Number  of  population  supplied  from  standpipes  .  30  „ 

Consumption  .  37,963,000  gallons 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  whole  district,  apart  from  a  few  houses  (16  in  number)  which  are  situate 
outside  the  reach  of  sewers,  is  sewered,  mainly  on  the  new  sewer  system  which 
is  a  partially  separate  system  and  one  in  which  all  sewage  must  be  raised  by 
pumping  to  the  disposal  works,  and  partly  on  the  old  sewage  system  which  is  a 
combined  system  on  a  continuous  gravity  flow  with  no  pumping.  The  Mereside 
system  is  an  extension  of  the  new  system,  the  sewage  being  raised  to  the  new 


sewers  by  its  own  pumping  arrangement. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  new  sewers  during  1948: — 

,,  „  „  on  old  sewer  system  .  43 

,,  „  „  'on  new  sewer  system  .  3 

,,  „  private  works  satisfactory  .  2 

„  „  „  „  unsatisfactory  14 

Conversions  during  the  year  .  0 

Old  connections  on  new  sewers  during  year  .  1 

Number  of  houses  in  district  connected  to  sewers  630 

Housing. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  35 

„  „  „  requiring  minor  repairs  .  35 

,,  „  „  repaired  .  34 

„  „  „  that  should  be  demolished  6 

„  „  new  houses  completed  during  year,  all 

permanent  3  bedroom  types: 

Council  owned  .  43 

Privately  owned  . 3 
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The  number  of  Council  owned  houses  awaiting  commencement  on  erection 
work  in  respect  of  which  Ministry  sanction  had  been  received  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  27,  all  three  bedroom  types.  The  number  of  privately  owned  houses  to 
be  erected  in  respect  of  which  approval  has  been  given  is  3,  all  permanent  types, 


3  bedroom,  for  owner  occupation. 

Number  of  houses  adapted  to  provide  additional  living  accommodation  .  1 

Number  of  houses  found  overcrowded  .  31 

Number  of  persons  in  overcrowded  houses  .  187 

Number  of  overcrowded  families  reported  18 

Number  of  persons  relieved  .  80 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  district  .  7 

One  bakehouse  has  become  disused  due  to  the  change  of  occupier,  but  exist¬ 
ing  owner  has  not  taken  it  off  the  register. 

Number  of  inspections  .  27 


There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  as  to  the  general  conditions  found  at 
or  in  the  bakehouses. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Number  in  district  .  2 

In  both  cases  consumption  on  the  premises  is  carried  on.  Occasionally  com¬ 
plaints  regarding  litter  outside  have  been  made,  but  generally  the  occupiers  deal 
with  this  litter  on  their  own  initiative. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants. 

In  the  following  figures  all  places  concerned  in  the  preparation  and  serving 


of  food  to  the  public  have  been  included. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  other  than  hotels  .  9 

Hotels  . . .  2 


All  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Ice-Cream. 

■  * 

Ice-cream  Retail-makers  .  3 

„  „  Retailers  .  2 

During  the  year  the  number  Of-  samples  of  ice-cream  taken 
was  .  12 

Ice-cream  powder  samples  taken  . 3 

Milk  samples  taken  in  connection  with  ice-cream  .  1 

A  number  of  the  samples  taken  were  graded  lower  than  the  maximum 
standard  grade.  The  chief  purpose  of  sampling,  until  such  time  as  legal  standards 
are  fixed,  is  to  ensure  better  hygienic  standards  where  the  ice-cream  is  mlade, 
and  also  in  respect  of  the  utensils  used. 
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Milk:  Special  Designations  Order. 

Number  of  T.T.  Producers  1 

,,  „  „  Retailers  .  0 

,,  „  „  Samples  taken  by  Salop  C.C .  7 

„  „  „  „  complied  6 

„  „  Accredited  Producers  .  1 

„  ,,  „  Retailers  2 

,,  ,,  „  Samples  taken  by  Salop  C.C .  4 

„  „  „  „  complied  4 

„  „  Licences  to  Pasteurise  milk  1 

„  „  Samples  of  Pasteurised  „  0 

„  Licences  to  retail  ,,  ,,  .  0 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  .  5 

„  „  „  Inspected  .  5 


Water  supply  in  all  cases  is  satisfactory,  and  utensil  cleaning  is  done  by  hot 
water  sterilisation. 

General  conditions  of  cowsheds  and  yards  vary  considerably,  and  there  is 
no  change  as  from  last  year  in  the  unsatisfactory  cases.  Drainage  arrangements 
are  still  as  last  year,  showing  no  improvement  in  either  the  Salop  County  Council 
property  or  the  Brownlow  Estate  farms  in  two  cases. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 

During  the  year  the  Smithfield  ceased  to  be  the  allocation  and  inspection 
centre,  the  meat  being  delivered  direct  under  cover  to  the  shops,  the  meat  being 
obtained  from  the  Oswestry  Centre  and  not  the  Whitchurch  Centre  as  formerly. 

The  present  system  of  direct  delivery  to  the  shop  from  the  covered  vehicle  is 
a  considerable  improvement,  involving  less  handling  of  the  meat  and  greater 
protection  against  soiling  by  dust  and  similar  objectionable  matter. 

Tinned  Foodstuffs  condemned  were: — 

Evaporated  Milk  .  39  tins 

Fruit  and  Fruit  juices  .  12  „ 

Vegetables  and  soups  .  52  „ 

Tinned  meats  15  ,, 

Tinned  fish  .  4  „ 

All  the  above  were  condemned  for  decomposition  due  to  perforation  of  tins. 
Meats  condemned  were: — 

Pork,  Leg  .  18  lbs. 

Mutton  a nd  Beef  .  100  lbs. 

Condemnation  was  for  decomposition. 

Meat  inspections  during  the  year  at  shops  were: — 

Bovines  .  44 

Calves  .  22 

Sheep  . 183 

Sheep  casualty  . , .  1 

All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Disinfections. 


Number  following  tuberculosis 
„  „  typhoid  fever 

„  „  dirty  house 


Total 


3 

1 

1 

5 
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Refuse  Removal. 

The  whole  district  is  scavenged  by  contract,  and  disposed  of  by  open  tipping 
at  the  Birch  Road  and  Haughton  tips,  both  of  which  are  areas  let  to  the  Council 
as  tenants  for  tipping  only. 

Destruction  of  rats  is  carried  out  by  Cymag  gassing  and  protected  poison 
baiting. 

Control  of  flies  is  carried  out  by  D.D.T.  spraying  during  the  breeding  season. 

Smoke. 

All  power  boilers  in  the  district  are  mechanically  stoked,  and  give  little  cause 
for  complaint. 

Much  of  the  coal  used  is  not  of  the  right  kind  for  this  work  due  to  the 
present  supply  position  in  the  fuel  industry. 

Number  of  smoke  observations  .  6 

Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  three  for  male  use  in  the  district  comprising  4  W.C.’s  and  9  urinal 
stalls,  and  2  for  female  accommodation  comrising  5  W.C.’s  and  wash  place. 

During  the  year  the  Market  Hall  male  and  female  conveniences  have  been 
partly  rebuilt,  to  renew  decayed  walls,  and  cement  rendering  has  been  renewed, 
also  the  greater  part  of  the  drainage. 

There  is  no  common  lodging  house  in  the  district.  One  guest  house  has  been 
established  during  the  year. 

Vermin  Control. 

There  are  no  known  major  rat  infestations  in  the  district. 

The  refuse  tips,  sewers,  sewage  works,  are  under  continuous  observation,  and 
treatment  by  gassing,  poison  baits  and  trapping  is  regularly  carried  out  where 
any  rats  are  seen. 

Assistance  is  given  to  any  householder  reporting  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice, 
and  also  to  business  premises  on  information  that  rats  are  on  the  premises. 

Trial  baiting  of  sewers  is  done  at  least  twice  a  year  and  followed  up  when 
takes  are  observed. 

There  has  been  no  bug  or  flea  infestation  reported  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  .... 

8 

35 

I 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

8 

35 

1 

-- 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

.  Particulars. 

Found 

. 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 

1 

I 

— — 

_ _ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

’ 

— 

— 

— 

, 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature  (S.3) 

__ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- _ 

- - 

- - 

- - 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

• 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

I 

ive 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

__ 

— 

■ - 

- — 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

I 

— 

_ 

• — 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

1  am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  the  following  notes  on  water  supply. 

Rainfall  at  Mount  Road  Reservoirs  for  year  ending  31.12.48  .  37.66  ins. 

Consumption  for  the  year  .  158,804,000  gallons 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  driect  to  houses  (1)  .  3,024 

(2)  .  10,790 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  (1)  .  41 

(2)  148 

Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses: — Wells. 

The  houses  without  a  piped  water  supply  are  isolated  dwellings  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  town  and  some  considerable  distance  from  the  mains. 

The  water  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality,  and,  with  the  additional  supply 
provided  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation,  in  quantity. 

The  water  supply  is  now  corrected  for  plumbo  solvency  and  the  year’s  work¬ 
ing  has  provided  the  experience  necessary  for  the  proper  application  of  the 
remedial  treatment. 

The  Corporation  gathering  ground  and  impounding  reservoir  at  Penygwely, 
together  with  the  storage  reservoirs  at  Mount  Road,  provide  a  sufficient  supply 
for  the  normal  requirements  of  the  Town  during  seasons  of  average  rainfall.  This 
supply  can  at  any  time  be  augmented  by  drawing  250,000  gallons  per  day  from 
the  Liverpool  Corporation  Lake  Vyrnwy  Aqueduct,  this  latter  supply  being  ob¬ 
tained  under  powers  granted  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  The  treatment  given 
consists  of  an  average  period  of  seven  days  storage  followed  by  rapid  filtration, 
with  the  prior  addition  of  lime  and  coagulant,  lime  and  Calgon  after  filtration, 
and  chlorination  by  the  Chloramine  system. 

The  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  town  is  constant  and  more  than  99% 
of  all  dwelling  houses  have  direct  supplies  or  stand  pipes  within  easy  reach. 

Reports  of  Analysis. 

Ref.  C/TN/51  (Treated). 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance:  Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale):  Nil.  Colour  (Hazen):  Less  than  10. 

Odour:  Nil.  Reaction  pH  on  the  acid  side  of  neutrality:  6.9. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  Trace.  Electric  Conductivity  at  20  degs.  C:  85. 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180  degs.  C.:  60.  Chlorine  in  Chlorides:  8. 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate:  13. 

Hardness:  Total,  35.  Carbonate  (Temporary),  13;  Non-carbonate  (Perman¬ 
ent)  22. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates:  0.0.  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites:  Absent. 

Free  amonia:  0.006.  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  degs.  C:  0.45. 
Albuminoid  Ammonia:  0.032.  Residual  Chlorine:  Absent. 

Metals:  Iron,  less  than  0.03;  other  metals  absent. 
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Bacteriological  Results. 


No.  of  colonies  developing  in  Agar  per 
c.c.  or  ml.  in  . 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
Bact.  coli. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


1  Day  at  2  Days  at  3  Days  at 
37°C.  37°C.  20°C. 

0  1  10 
Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  practically  neutral  in  reaction,  but 
it  is  soft  in  character  and  has  a  low  content  of  alkalinity.  It  carries  a  compara¬ 
tively  small  amount  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution,  is  free  from  noticable 
colour,  of  very  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  the  highest  standard  of 
bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Date:  29th  April,  1948. 


Ref.  C/TN /SO.  (Untreated). 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance:  Faint  opalescence  with  a  slight  flocculent  deposit  of  mineral 
and  organic  debris.  Many  diatoms  and  protozoa  (Cryptomonas)  present. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale):  8.  Colour  (Hazen):  Slight  yellow  brown  17. 

Odour:  Nil.  Reaction  pH:  On  the  acid  side  of  neutrality:  6.9. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  Trace.  Electric  conductivity  at  20  degs.  C.:  75. 

Total  solids,  dried  at  180  degs.  C.:  50.  Chlorine  in  Chlorides:  8. 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate:  13. 

Hardness:  Total,  30;  Carbonate  (Temporary)  13;  Non-carbonate  (Perman¬ 
ent)  17. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates:  0.0.  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites:  Absent. 

Free  Ammonia:  0.032.  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  27  degs.  C.:  1.6. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia:  0.076.  Residual  Chlorine:  Nil. 

Metals:  Iron,  0.10;  other  metals  absent. 

Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  1  Day  at  2  Days  at  3  Days  at 

c.c.  or  ml.  in  .  37°C.  37°C.  20°C. 

16  20  130 

Presumptive  Coliform  reaction:  ^Present  in  100  ml.  Absent  from  50  ml. 

Bact.  coli  Present  in  —  ml.  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  Present  in  100  ml.  Absent  from  10  ml. 

*Due  to  coliform  bacteria  of  Intermediate  Type  II. 

This  sample  has  faint  opalescence  and  slight  deposit  giving  rise  to  perceptible 
not  pronounced  turbidity.  The  water  is  practically  neutral  in  reaction  but  it  is 
soft  in  character  and  has  a  low  content  of  alkalinity.  The  amount  of  mineral 
constituents  is  comparatively  small,  the  water  shows  noticeable  though  not  marked 
colour  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  minute  trace  of  iron.  It  is  of  satis¬ 
factory  organic  and  bacterial  purity  for  an  untreated  supply,  and  is  considered 
suitable  for  the  production  of  a  public  water  supply. 

Date:  29th  April,  1948. 
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Ref.  C/RM/82. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of  water. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  1  Day  at  2  Days  at  3  Days  at 


on  Agar  per  c.c.  or  ml.  37°C. 

in  .  0 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
Bact.  coli. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


37°C.  20°C. 

0  9 

Present  in  — -  Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  —  Absent  from  100  ml. 
Present  in  —  Absent  from  300  ml. 


This  sample  shows  faint  opalescence  but  it  is  not  unduly  turbid  and  it  is  of 
the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Date:  10th  August,  1948. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE, 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  2,957 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  sewage  disposal  works  31 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  21 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  10 

Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  water  closets  6 


Eastern  Outfall  Sewer. 

The  laying  of  a  new  sewer  from  the  sewage  disposal  works  to  Middleton 
Road  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  but  the  commencement  of  the  work 
has  been  suspended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  account  of  the  retardation  of 
the  national  housing  programme. 

CONVERSION  OF  EARTH  CLOSETS  TO  WATER  CARRIAGE  SYSTEM. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  above  table,  six  of  the  eight  privies  or  earth  closets 
still  remaining  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  sewer  at  the  end  of  1947  have 
been  connected  to  the  sewer.  Certain  difficulties  have  now  been  overcome  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  remaining  two  will  soon  be  likewise  satisfactorily  dealt 
with. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  Wards  in  the  Town  .  6 

Number  of  Wards  where  refuse  is  collected  .  6 

Method  of  Collection: — By  Direct  Labour. 

Method  of  Disposal: — Controlled  Tipping. 


Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  Controlled  Tipping,  but  this  method,  instead  of 
carrying  out  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  system,  namely  the  reclamation 
of  derelict  land,  is  spoiling  good  agricultural  land. 


PUBLIC  BATHS. 

At  the  end  of  the  season  a  circulating  pump  was  installed  at  the  Public 
baths  and  the  old  method  of  chlorination  by  the  hand  sprinkling  of  Chloros  has 
.been  replaced  by  the  controlled  addition  of  chlorine  during  circulation  and 
straining.  The  installation  of  proper  filters  is  overdue,  but  having  regard  to  the 
age  of  the  Baths  and  the  lack  of  space,  it  would  not  be  a  reasonable  proposition 
at  the  present  site. 
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The  following  samples  were  taken  before  the  installation  of  the  new  equip¬ 
ment  referred  to  above. 


Sample  of  swimming  bath  water  from  Corporation  Baths  taken  8. 6. 48- 
Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  0  .  per  100  ml. 

REMARKS:  Highly  Satisfactory.  Date  of  Report:  10.6.48. 


Sample  of  swimming  bath  water  from  Corporation  Baths  taken  30.6.48 — 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  .  17  per  100  ml. 

Approximate  proportions  of  Faecal  and  Non-faecal  coli: 

(a)  Faecal  coli  .  18% 

(b)  Non-faecal  coli  .  82% * 

REMARKS:  Unsatisfactory.  Date  of  Report:  3.7.48. 

Sample  of  swimming  bath  water  from  Corporation  Baths  taken  1.9.48 — 
Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  0  .  per  100  ml. 

REMARKS:  Highly  Satisfactory.  Date  of  Report:  3.9.48. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

Mrs.  Martin  Wilson,  County  Organiser  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information. 

This  Service,  which  covers  Oswestry  Borough  and  Rural  Districts,  began  on 
the  29th  September,  1948,  in  the  School  Clinic,  30,  Upper  Brook  Street,  Oswestry 
(telephone,  Oswestry  534).  The  Home  Helps  are  employed  by  the  Salop  County 
Council  (Medical  Officer  of  Health  Department),  and  the  scheme  is  administered 
by  the  Shropshire  W.V.S.  There  is  a  team  of  eight  voluntary  W.V.S.  members 
who  run  this  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Barnes.  They  receive  applications  for 
the  services  of  the  Home  Helps  and  allocate  them  as  and  when  required.  The 
office  is  open  each  week  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  from 
10.00  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

It  is  true  to  say  that  of  the  six  Home  Helps  offices  operating  in  Shropshire, 
Oswestry  has  had  the  most  successful  beginning,  and  has  dealt  with  a  record 
number  of  cases  in  the  first  three  months. 


Analysis  of  Figures — 29th  September  to  3 1st  December,  1948. 

Home  Helps  employed  on  29th  September  2  full  time;  1  part  time 
Home  Helps  employed  on  31st  December  5  full  time;  3  part  time 


Hours  worked  during  the  period  .  2,424 

Applications  from  householders: — Maternity  .  10 

Old  People  .  11 

Illness  7 

Miscellaneous  (1  cancelled)  .  4 


32 

Number  of  householders  paying  full  rate: — Maternity  .  4 

Others  .  1 1 

15 
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Householders  paying  subsidised  rate: — Maternity  6 

Others  1 1 


17 

The  majority  of  cases  have  been  in  Oswestry  itself;  so  far  there  have  not 
been  many  applications  from  the  rural  area,  although  I  believe  that  these  applica¬ 
tions  are  growing. 

The  Service  has  been  most  successful,  and  the  voluntary  helpers,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Barnes,  have  done  most  excellent  work.  L  think  that  Oswstry 
and  District  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  splendid  work  and  keen  interest 
that  these  helpers  have  put  into  the  Service. 


HOUSING. 

At  the  end  of  December  90  houses  on  the  Carreg  Lwyd  Estate  had  been 
completed  and  occupied.  These  included  10  single  bedroom  flats,  10  two  bed¬ 
room  flats,  60  three  bedroom  houses  and  10  four  bedroom  houses.  The  original 
scheme  provided  for  102  dwellings,  the  balance  of  12  being  occupied  by  January, 
1949.  As  stated  in  my  previous  report,  the  first  of  these  houses  was  occupied  in 
February,  1948,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  completion  and  occupation  of  the 
102  houses  was  achieved  within  a  twelve  months  period. 

The  number  of  occupants  vary  from  two  (man  and  wife)  in  the  single  bed- 
roomed  flats  to  9  persons  (average)  in  the  four  bedroom  type.  An  analysis  of 
the  families  rehoused  in  these  102  dwellings  shows  that  38  of  them  were  formerly 
living  in  low  standard  houses,  53  were  living  in  rooms  or  apartments  and  11 
required  accommodation  for  other  reasons. 

Of  the  53  families  living  in  rooms  or  apartments,  43  were  living  under  over¬ 
crowded  conditions  and  35  out  of  the  38  in  the  low  standard  houses  were  also 
overcrowded,  giving  a  total  of  78  out  of  the  102  families.  A  total  number  of 
498  persons  were  rehoused,  giving  an  average  of  4.9  persons  per  house.  Seventy- 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  successful  applicants  were  ex-service  men. 

The  Housing  Manager  states  that  the  occupiers  have  responded  well  to  their 
new  homes,  taking  a  keen  pride  both  in  the  internal  and  external  parts  of  the 
houses.  The  creation  of  front  and  back  gardens  gives  a  good  impression  and, 
with  adequate  supervision,  it  seems  certain  that  these  102  houses  will  form  a 
nucleus  of  a  very  attractive  suburb  of  the  town.  The  Carreg  Lwyd  Estate  allows 
for  the  erection  of  a  further  500  houses,  which  will  include  a  number  of  shops, 
and  in  addition  other  amenities  such  as  recreation  grounds,  open  spaces,  and  a 
school  to  be  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the  Oswestry  Corporation 
is  now  472  which  number  includes  50  Temporary  Prefabricated  (Aluminium) 
houses  situated  in  York  Fields.  Consideration  of  the  next  stage  in  the  building 
programme  is  going  ahead  and  it  is  hoped  that  between  80  and  100  houses  will 
be  provided  in  1949. 

Jn  September  the  Ministry  agreed  to  the  resumption  of  private  building  in 
the  ratio  of  one  to  every  five  allocated  to  the  Corporation  and  permits  have 
been  granted  within  these  limits.  Of  the  500  applicants  still  on  the  list,  approxi¬ 
mately  400  are  in  rooms,  330  in  low  standard  houses  and  220  from  outside  the 
town.  These  figures  are  combination  figures,  some  families  appearing  in  more 
than  one  category. 
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An  analysis  made  by  the  Housing  Manager  still  shows  that  70%  were  small 
families  who  could  be  accommodated  in  a  two  bedroomed  house  or  less,  and 
short  of  putting  these  families  into  3  bedroomed  houses  allocated  according  to 
need  and  not  according  to  size  of  family  the  problem  of  removing  them  from 
the  the  waiting  list  will  only  be  solved  by  building  a  greater  proportion  of  2 
bedroomed  houses.  The  former  alternative  would  appear  to  be  preferable. 

After  careful  consideration  and  after  consultations  with  representatives  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Military  Authorities,  the  Council  decided  to  take 
over  an  area  of  the  Mile  End  Camp  for  Housing  accommodation  purposes  which 
included  24  huts  and  3  Ablution  Blocks,  to  which  approval  was  granted.  Each 
hut  was  divided  into  two,  providing  two  bedrooms,  living  room,  larder,  etc.,  thus 
providing  accommodation  for  48  families.  Registration  to  put  the  occupiers  on 
a  proper  tenancy  basis  was  carried  out  at  the  end  of  September  and  the  48 
families  were  relieved  to  feel  that  henceforth  they  would  not  be  regarded  as 
trespassers.  The  rehousing  of  those  families  will  have  to  be  considered  in  the 
housing  programme  of  the  not  very  distant  future,  for  the  life  of  the  huts  is 
not  likely  to  be  a  long  one. 

Number  of  Houses  in  process  of  erection  at  the  end  of  year — 


Council  Houses  .  4 

Private  Houses  .  2 

Number  of  Houses  completed  during  the  year — 

Permanent  .  102 

Temporary  .  (Mile  End  Camp)  48 

Number  of  Houses  planned  for  1949 — 

Permanent  .  (to  be  commenced)  70 

Temporary .  (outside  Borough — Mile  End  Camp)  2 


OVERCROWDING. 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded — 


Council  Houses  . . . .  9 

Privately  owned  Houses  . : . .  18 


It  should  be  noted  that  the  above  figures  are  in  addition  to  the  78  given  for 
families  rehoused  in  the  Carreg  Llwyd  Estate.  There  are  obviously  more  cases 
of  overcrowding.  An  accurate  picture  could  not  possibly  be  given  without  a 
survey  although  we  have  an  indication  from  the  applications  which  the  Housing 
Manager  receives.  Firm  action  was  necessary  in  a  few  cases  where  the  over¬ 
crowding  was  glaring  and  there  was  no  reasonable  excuse. 

CONDEMNED  HOUSES. 

Circular  1866,  dated  8th  September,  1939,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
directs  the  postponement  of  demolition  of  condemned  houses;  it  is  not  clear 
whether  this  is  still  to  be  observed  but  in  most  areas  the  housing  accommodation 
so  far  provided  has  not  relieved  the  necessity  of  families  continuing  to  live  in 
these  undesirable  premises. 

Of  the  35  condemned  houses  in  Oswestry,  3  were  demolished  owing  to  the 
dangerous  state  of  the  main  walls,  thus  leaving  32  of  which  14  are  occupied  by 
squatters  and  the  remainder  are  licensed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2156,  September,  1939.  In  some  cases  the  squatters 
have  taken  over  two  of  such  houses  and  converted  them  into  one  at  their  own 
expense.  With  three  exceptions  all  the  houses  are  occupied.  Beechfield  was 
invaded  by  squatters  also  during  the  year  but  action  is  being  taken  by  the  County 
Council,  who  owns  the  estate,  to  get  the  house  vacated. 
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Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  220 

Number  of  houses  found  requiring  minor  repairs  198 

Number  of  houses  repaired  .  196 

Number  of  houses  that  should  be  demolished  .  32 

(Demolition  Orders  operative  in  1939) 


There  is  not  now  quite  the  same  difficulties  of  obtaining  building  material 
and  skilled  labour  as  in  former  years,  nevertheless  the  routine  is  irksome  in  many 
cases  when  the  requirements  with  regard  to  house  repairs  are  above  the  minor 
stage.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  number  of  the  older  houses  in  the 
town  are  in  a  bad  state  of  disrepair  and  as  soon  as  conditions  permit  the  routine 
inspection  of  houses  normally  dealt  with  will  be  resumed  with  all  speed. 

Most  of  the  houses  which  have  been  inspected  were  subjects  of  complaint. 

St.  Oswald’s  Housing  Society. 

This  Society  was  formed  in  1945  with  a  view  to  supplementing  the  Borough 
Council’s  Building  Programme.  Unfortunately,  the  Society  is  experiencing  a 
period  of  enforced  inactivity  owing  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  powers  that 
be  and  it  can  only  be  hoped  that  some  progress  will  be  allowed  to  be  made  in  the 
not  too  distant  future,  especially  in  view  of  the  desire  of  a  large  section  of  the 
community  to  own  their  own  home  by  virtue  of  such  schemes  as  the  Society 
offers. 

Oswestry  Housing  Trust. 

A  scheme  for  the  building  of  suitable  accommodation  for  elderly  people  has 
also  been  temporarily  witheld.  A  site  has  been  purchased  in  close  proximity  to 
the  Gatacre  Crescent  flats  which  are  owned  by  the  Trust. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  . 

Number  of  Inspections 
Number  where  defects  were  found 
Number  where  defects  were  remedied 

Number  oh  Fried  Fish  Shops . 

Number  of  Inspections  . 

Number  of  defects,  found 
Number  remedied 
Number  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants 

Number  Inspected . 

Number  where  defects  were  found 
Number  where  defects  were  remedied 

ICE-CREAM. 

A  vigilant  eye  has  been  kept  on  this  trade.  Samples  of  the  product  have 
been  taken  from  all  vendors  of  ice-cream  in  Oswestry.  The  high  standard 
required  for  this  confection  becomes  increasingly  more  limited  to  those  who 
have  the  necessary  experience  and  proper  accommodation  for  its  manufacture. 

Much  of  the  ice-cream  is  manufactured  by  firms  of  repute  in  other  towns 
and  retailed  in  cafes,  cinemas,  stores  and  shops.  Some  of  the  street  vendors 
come  from  long  distances. 

The  supervision  of  all  ice-cream  vendors  is  rather  a  difficult  task  as  their 
number  increases  considerably  during  the  summer  months,  especially  the  street 
vendors  lrom  outside  the  town,  and  the  necessity  of  submitting  samples  to  the 
laboratory  at  Shrewsbury  within  the  specified  time  which  is  limited  to  two 
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hours  or  otherwise  never  later  than  six  hours  if  well  packed  in  ice,  adds  to  the 
difficulties. 

Of  the  25  samples  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory: — 

9  were  classified  as  Grade  1 
9  2 

1  was  „  •  „  „  3  and 

6  were  „  „  „  4 

It  is  suggested  by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
on  the  Bacteriological  examination  and  grading  of  ice-cream  that  no  sample 
should  fall  into  Grade  4.  Nevertheless  the  quality  of  ice-cream  from  any  vendor 
should  not  be  assessed  on  the  basis  of  a  single  sample,  unless  for  special  reasons, 
but  rather  a  series  of  samples. 

Some  of  the  samples  taken  from  vendors  coming  into  the  Town  from  areas 
outside  were  far  from  satisfactory.  Not  only  were  they  of  low  grade  as  indic¬ 
ated  by  the  not  altogether  reliable  Methylene  Blue  Test,  but  showed  also  the 
presence  of  Bacillus  Coli  organisms,  the  presence  of  which  can  undoubtedly  be 
taken  to  show  deficiency  either  in  the  cleanliness  of  utensils  and  equipment  or  in 
that  of  those  handling  the  ice-cream. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  town  where  the  ice-cream  v/is  manufactured 
was  informed  and  he  showed  readiness  to  co-operate  in  taking  the  necessary 
steps  to  obtain  improvements  at  the  place  of  production. 

Unsatisfactory  samples  were  also  obtained  from  ice-cream  made  in  the 
Borough,  and  during  the  investigations  into  the  various  ingredients,  milk  used 
for  the  manufacturing  was  found  to  give  a  high  Bacillus  Coli  content;  later 
samples  showed  improvement. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

The  arrangements  for  inspection  and  distribution  remain  unchanged,  the 
two  private  slaughter  houses  in  Willow  Street  still  functioning  for  the  slaughter 
and  distribution  of  meat  including  frozen  and  tinned  meat,  for  the  Oswestry 
Borough,  Oswestry  Rural  District  and  part  of  Montgomeryshire,  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  inspections  are  carried  out  jointly  by  the 
Borough  and  Rural  District  Meat  Inspectors.  The  carcases  and  offal  of  all 
animals  are  inspected  either  during  the  process  of  slaughtering  or  immediately 
afterwards.  All  meat  and  offal  passed  as  fit  is  then  handed  over  from  the 
Slaughter  House  Manager  to  the  Distribution  Depot. 

Practically  every  butcher  has  efficient  and  modern  means  of  cold  storage 
on  his  premises. 

The  shops  are  inspected  and  also  the  premises  where  meat  products  are 
manufactured  into  sausages,  pies,  etc.  There  is  only  one  stall  in  the  town 
from  which  meat  and  meat  products  are  exposed  for  sale.  This  is  utilised 
only  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  the  Church  Street  Market.  The  arrange¬ 
ment  is  very  unsatisfactory  from  the  standpoint  of  Hygiene  and  talk  of  re¬ 
turning  to  the  Cross  Market  where  such  stalls  would  be  completely  under  cover 
has  only  raised  false  hopes  from  time  to  time. 

Apart  from  meat  ready  packed  for  delivery  to  customers,  no  meat  is 
hawked  in  the  streets  of  the  town.  The  vehicle  used  for  the  distribution  of 
meat  to  retail  butchers  is  not  altogether  satisfactory,  although  some  improve¬ 
ment  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  protection  of  meat  from  possible  con¬ 
tamination.  New  ideas  are  being  considered. 

Regular  ante-mortem  is  not  carried  out  as  this  is  only  possible  where  there 
is  a  full  time  meat  inspector  as  in  a  Public  Abattoir. 
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The  two  slaughterhouses  above  mentioned  are  in  a  very  congested  area  and 
nuisances  inevitably  arise,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  For  the 
amount  of  slaughtering  which  is  carried  out  the  premises  are  unsuitable  and 
lacking  in  amenities.  The  Oswestry  Butchers’  Association,  the  Farmers’  Union, 
and  Auctioneers  have  already  approached  the  Health  Committee  and  pressed 
their  claims  on  the  need  of  a  Public  Abattoir.  There  is  a  growing  interest  and 
demand,  particularly  on  the  part  of  the  Butchers  who,  at  one  time,  were  opposed 
to  the  measure. 

During  the  year,  the  Town  Council  communicated  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  sanction  to  purchase  the  site  known  as  Brook  House.  The  reply 
received  was  that  the  erection  of  a  new  slaughterhouse  could  only  be  agreed 
to  where  the  present  facilities  were  seriously  inadequate  and  where  such  a 
slaughterhouse  would  fit  in  with  the  long  term  policy  of  the  Government. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  steps  to  acquire  land  were 
deferred,  and  the  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  a  Public  Abattoir  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  in  reply  stated  that  as  questions  as  to  the  siting  of 
new  slaughterhouses  and  who  is  to  be  charged  with  the  erection  and  operation, 
are  matters  which  can  only  be  determined  in  the  light  of  the  Government’s  long 
term  policy,  no  final  decision  can  be  made  for  some  time,  but  they  would  bear 
in  mind  such  proposals  when  a  dicision  had  been  reached  by  the  Government 
on  the  long  term  policy. 

The  present  attitude  of  the  Council  is  that  as  soon  as  the  Ministry  indic¬ 
ates  to  Local  Authorities  that  it  is  prepared  to  give  consideration  generally  to 
the  erection  of  Public  Abattoirs,  it  will  take  immediate  steps  to  press  forward 
its  Public  Abattoir  claims. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Food  inspection  in  its  multiple  and  varied  branches  takes  up  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Inspector’s  time. 

The  Markets  receive  close  attention,  frequent  visits  being  paid  and  special 
attention  being  given  to  the  produce,  etc.,  brought  in.  The  shops  and  all  food 
preparing  places  are  also  inspected. 

Foods  condemned  included:  83  rabbits,  72  lbs.  bacon,  56  lbs.  butter,  35 
cartons  of  cheese,  36  lbs.  flour,  1  lb.  tea,  31  packets  of  cereals,  68  lbs  of  sweets, 
392  lbs.  of  fish,  203  lbs.  of  prunes,  77  lbs.  of  jam,  and  also  694  tins  of  mis¬ 
cellaneous  foodstuffs  including  milk,  meat,  vegetable,  fruit  and  fish. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


Number  of  registered  producers  in  the  Borough  7 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  in  the  Borough  1 

Number  of  T.T.  Producers  in  the  Borough  2 

Number  of  Registered  Retailers  in  the  Borough  9 

Number  of  Accredited  Retailers  in  the  Borough  Nil 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  in  the  Borough  .  3 


Methods  of  Cleansing  Utensils: — 

Farms. 

Number  using  Steam  Sterilisation  3 

Number  using  Hot  Water  .  4 

Dairies. 

Number  using  Steam  and  Chemical  Sterilisation  .  2 

Number  using  Hot  Water  .  3 

Number  of  Samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 

.Methylene  Blue.  Phosphatase  Tests,  etc .  52 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  51 

Number  of  Samples  tested  at  Health  Department  Labor¬ 
atory  for  Specific  Gravity,  Fat  and  Non-fatty  Solids  45 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  45 

Number  of  Licences  to  produce  Pasteurised  Milk  .  1 

Number  of  Licences  to  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk  .  1 

Also  there  is  one  Producer-Retailer  of  Heat  Treated  Milk. 

Visits  of  inspection  were  made  at  regular  intervafs  during  the  year  to  the 
farms  and  dairies.  In  some  instances  there  was  cause  for  complaint,  but  they 
were  of  a  minor  character  and  soon  remedied.  On  the  whole  the  standard  was 
reasonably  good.  The  methods  of  production  generally  appear  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory,  as  shown  by  the  results  of  the  samples  taken.  Throughout  the  year  one 
sample  of  heat  treated  milk  failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  test.  This  sample 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  satisfied  the  Coliform  Test.  The  producer 
was  approached  and  subsequent  samples  were  reported  satisfactory. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  town  is  bottled.  Complaints  were  received 
of  dirty  bottles  from  a  producer  of  T.T.  milk  outside  the  town.  The  County 
Council  Inspector,  together  with  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector  investigated  the 
case  and  reported  that  they  found  the  brushes  used  for  the  cleansing  of  bottles 
badly  worn  and  requiring  renewal.  Incidentally,  the  bottles,  although  appear¬ 
ing  dirty,  were  sterile.  The  renewal  of  the  brushes  remedied  matters. 

One  local  farm  produces  Pasteurised  and  another  heat  treated  milk.  These 
are  also  the  two  largest  retailers,  so  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  greater  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  population  is  getting  heat  treated  milk.  It  is  encouraging  to 
note  that  samples  taken  of  this  milk  have  shown  it  has  reached  the  standard 
required  by  the  official  regulations. 

It  is  a  routine  practice  to  take  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  homes  from 
which  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  are  notified,  the  herd  is  first  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector;  such  samples  as  were  taken  in  1948  were 
negative. 

The  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report  for  the  Year. 

During  the  year  two  inspections  were  made  of  all  the  herds  supplying  milk 
for  consumption  in  the  town  of  Oswestry. 
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Approximately  1,100  animals  were  inspected  each  half  year,  80  per  cent, 
of  which  were  giving  milk  and  the  other  20  per  cent,  were  dry. 

Twenty-five  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  in  no  case  were 
tubercle  baccilli  found  in  the  milk.  The  samples  in  most  cases  contained 
streptococci  and  the  animals  affected  were  at  once  isolated  and  not  allowed 
to  re-enter  the  milking  herd  until  the  milk  samples  were  proved  negative  for 
streptococci.  Five  samples  of  sputum  were  taken  and  on  examination  three 
were  found  to  be  positive  for  tubercle  bacilli.  These  animals  were  at  once  sent 
to  the  slaughterhouse  and  all  the  animals  were  found  to  be  affected  with  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis. 

About  60  per  cent,  of  milk  consumed  in  the  town  is  from  tuberculin  tested 
herds  and  most  of  the  other  owners  are  in  the  process  of  cleaning  up  their 
herds  as  far  as  tuberculosis  is  concerned. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  very  good,  especially  where  tuberculin  tested 
milk  is  produced,  while  the  non-designated  herd  owners  have  taken  steps  in 
many  cases  to  improve  the  housing  conditions  and  general  hygienic  standards 
of  their  cow-houses  and  dairies. 

GEORGE  WYSE,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  was  com¬ 
menced  in  1931.  The  cows  which  supply  milk  to  the  Borough  are  also  examined 
at  half-yearly  intervals  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  employed  by  the  Council  for 
this  purpose. 


The  following  figures  show  the  results  of  these  examinations. 


Year. 

No.  of  samples 
taken . 

No.  showing, 
presence  of 
Tubercle 
Bacilli. 

No.  of  cows  found 
to  be  tubercular  at 
Bi-annual  Veterinary 
inspection. 

1931 

23 

3 

3 

1932 

18 

3 

1 

1933 

13 

0 

1 

1934 

9 

1 

1 

1935 

12 

1 

1 

1936 

18 

0 

0 

1937 

5 

0 

3 

1938 

18 

0 

3 

1939 

17 

1 

2 

1940 

12 

2 

3 

I94I 

0 

0 

0 

1942 

18 

2 

2 

1943 

19 

0 

4 

1944 

11 

2 

3 

1945 

*4 

0 

5 

1946 

5 

0 

0 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

1948 

1 

0 

3 

TOTALS 

227 

15 

40 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Number  in  Town  .  7 

There  has  been  improvements  in  the  accommodation  for  both  sexes  in  the 
town,  particularly  with  the  removal  of  the  Cross  Market  Underground  Con¬ 
venience  to  another  site  in  Market  Street  where  now  both  sexes  are  provided 
for  under  substantially  more  adqua'te  and  better  conditions.  The  conveniences 
for  both  sexes  at  Beatrice  Street  have  also  contributed  greatly  to  a  long  standing 
need.  Nevertheless,  there  is  still  an  insufficiency  in  the  Town  and  this  has 
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been  apparent  for  many  years.  There  are  3  Female  and  4  Male  Conveniences 
provided  by  the  Town  Council,  and  also  one  male  cenvenience  situated  on  the 
premises  of  the  Bear  Hotel  utilised  by  arrangement  with  the  Border  Brewery 
Company. 

In  addition  there  are  provisions  in  the  Park  and  Recreation  Ground,  which 
serve  mainly  those  frequenting  these  places. 

Conveniences  provided  by  the  Licensed  Houses  of  the  town  have,  in  the 
past  been  extensivley  used  by  the  general  public.  However,  since  demands  made 
for  more  adequate  and  modern  arrangements,  the  authorities  controlling  these 
premises  are  either  providing  indoor  sanitary  arrangements  for  their  patrons  or 
otherwise  constructing  such  conveniences  so  as  to  exclude  the  general  public. 

This  is  quite  understandable  when  it  is  realised  that  the  damage  done  to  such 
conveniences  by  irresponsible  persons  is  appalling,  and  the  state  in  which  some 
of  them  were  found  at  the  end  of  the  day,  disgusting. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  while  improvements  have  been  effected  by 
the  Local  Authority,  the  balance  of  numbers  available  to  the  general  public 
through  being  deprived  of  the  other  conveniences,  leaves  the  problem  without 
much  gain. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Town. 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  .  52 

This  house,  situated  in  Orchard  Street,  has  accommodation  for  26  persons. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  representations  should  be  made  to  the  owner  to  raise 
the  standard  of  the  premises  which  appear  to  be  well  patronised. 

There  were  complaints  of  a  minor  character  during  the  year  and  when  these 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  keeper,  they  were  attended  to  promptly. 

NUISANCES. 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  .  294. 

Visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  all  cases  and  were  attended  to  either  by 
verbal  or  written  notices.  The  majority  of  complaints  referred  to  defective 
drains,  housing  defects,  and  smells  from  various  causes. 

The  nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  dogs  persist. 

There  are  too  many  uncontrolled  dogs  in  Oswestry.  In  one  case  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  15  greyhounds  were  kept  on  premises  in  close  proximity  to 
neighbouring  houses. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  is  so  limited  that 
little  action  can  be  taken,  save  only  by  the  cumbersome  procedure  of  Injunction, 
to  prevent  uncontrolled  dogs  damaging  neighbouring  gardens,  and  the  incessant 
barking  especially  at  night  time,  which  is  so  disturbing  to  shift  workers  who  are 
among  the  greatest  sufferers. 

The  same  applies  to  the  keeping  of  cockerels  in  close  proximity  to  neigh¬ 
bouring  houses. 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

Eighteen  complaints  were  received  of  the  presence  of  rats  on  their  respective 
premises.  In  15  cases,  advice  and  assistance  was  given  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  remaining  3  cases  were  referred  to  the  County  Council,  who  eventually 
contracted  to  deal  with  the'  pests.  In  all  cases  they  were  of  a  minor  nature. 

Occupiers  usually  notify  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  soon  as  they  become 
aware  of  rats  and  mice,  ft  is  extremely  rare  that  mice  are  reported.  Owing 
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to  the  constant  attention  given  to  this  service  over  a  number  of  years  the  work 
of  dealing  with  minor  infestations  is  made  much  lighter. 

Certain  areas  may  become  somewhat  troublesome  through  the  neglect  of 
an  occupier  neglecting  to  play  his  part,  while  others  conscientiously  carry  out 
their  obligations.  In  such  cases,  more  often  than  not,  the  County  Council  are 
called  in  as  the  Enforcement  Authority  and  almost  without  exception,  contracts 
are  entered  into  for  dealing  with  the  whole  area.  It  is  important  to  remember 
that  every  occupier  is  responsible  for  rats  and  mice  on  his  premises,  and  that 
they  must  be  destroyed  at  his  expense. 

Traders  particularly,  have  found  it  a  sound  investment  to  employ  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  competent  rat  catchers  permanently.  Approximately  35  such  contracts 
are  operating  at  the  moment  and  the  reports  are  satisfactory. 

The  sewers  also  receive  periodical  attention,  and  judging  from  the  detailed 
reports  of  the  operators,  there  are  only  very  minor  instances  of  the  presence  of 
rats. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


Bug  Infestation. 

Number  of  bug  infested  houses  dealt  with: 

Privately  owned  house  . 

Council  houses  . 


Total 


Other  Vermin  (Fleas  and  Beetles). 

Privately  owned  houses  . 
Council  houses  . 


Total 


10 

Nil 

10 

Nil 

? 

.  2 


Methods  Used. 

Gaseous  disinfection  after  removal  of  wall  paper,  releasing  picture  rails, 
skirting,  etc.,  including  the  space  under  the  roof. 

The  houses  are  sealed  and  the  whole  subjected  to  a  high  as  possible  a  con¬ 
centration  of  “  Fumoids  ”  for  six  to  eight  hours,  plus  a  thorough  spraying  with 
a  D.D.T.  insecticide.  A  second  application  was  found  necessary  in  one  ex¬ 
tremely  bad  case. 

All  dilapidated  upholstered  furniture  and  mattresses  are  burned  and  such 
articles  known  to  be  infested  and  practically  useless. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  local  authority  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS. 

One  person  was  dealt  with  during  the  year,  while  procedure  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act  was  being  put  in  motion  to  deal  effectively  with  the 
case,  intervention  by  friends  and  relatives  impeded  the  efforts  of  the  Health 
Department  with  the  result  that  this  unfortunate  man  Was  ultimately  found 
dead  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  in  a  public  convenience. 

There  is  no  cleansing  station  for  verminous  persons  in  the  Borough,  nor  a 
disinfector  for  bedding,  etc.,  an  arrangement,  however,  exists  whereby  verminous 
persons  may  be  cleansed  at  the  Morda  Institution. 

DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  disinfections  after  infectious  disease  was  21. 

Books  from  schools  and  libraries  were  disinfected  at  the  Health  Department. 

Disinfection  was  also  carried  out  at  the  Oswestry  and  District  Hospital  at 
the  request  of  the  Hospital  Authorities,  after  2  cases  of  Puerperal  Infection. 
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PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

The  two  cinemas  in  the  town  are  visited  at  frequent  intervals  during  times 
of  entertainment  and  otherwise.  Other  places  of  entertainment  are  also  visited 
from  time  to  time.  On  the  whole  they  were  found  to  be  conducted  in  an 
orderly  and  satisfactory  manner.  In  two  cases  the  fire  escapes  were  found  to 
be  faulty  and  were  remedied,  in  another  instance  lavatory  provisions  and  other 
matters  were  improved.  Strict  attention  is  paid  to  such  matters  as  ventilation, 
lavatory  accommodation  and  such  matters  which  add  considerably  to  the  com¬ 
fort  and  enjoyment  of  the  patrons,  and  the  efficient  running  of  such  places. 

The  March  and  May  Pleasure  Fairs,  held  annually  on  the  Recreation 
Ground  are  subject  to  inspection  with  regard  to  the  provisions  of  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences,  water  supply,  and  inquiries  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with 
regard  to  the  health  of  the  Van  dwellers,  especially  with  reference  to  the  control 
of  infectious  disease.  The  reports  for  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

SHOPS. 

Shop  assistants  in  Oswestry  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  working  com¬ 
munity.  The  administration  of  the  Shops  Hours  Act.  and  conditions  of  em¬ 
ployment  have  caused  very  little  trouble  and  where  infringements  have  occurred 
interviews  with  the  employers  have  had  the  desired  effect. 

Provisions  under  the  Shops  Adt.  1934,  which  regulate  the  provision  in  all 
shops  of  suitable  ventilation,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences,  lighting,  wash¬ 
ing  facilities  and  facilities  for  taking  meals;  all  these  matters  pertaining  to  the 
health  and  comfort  ,of  the  employees  have  been  closely  observed. 

Inspections  have  shown  that  employers  are  conscious  of  their  obligations. 

LICENSED  HOUSES. 

In  1946  the  fully  licensed  houses,  together  with  the  beer  houses  were 
inspected,  and  this  inspection  was  continued  in  1947.  Much  work  was  accomp¬ 
lished  during  1948  to  the  38  Licensed  Houses  in  the  Town.  With  two  exceptions, 
every  house  is  now  provided  with  approved  modernised  pipes  which 
are  easily  cleansed  and  least  susceptible  to  contamination.  Beer  is  conveyed 
from  the  cellars  to  the  bar  by  these  pipes.  In  20  cases  rubber  and  lead  pipes 
have  been  replaced  by  this  hygienic  pipe.  With  few  exceptions,  new  approved 
pumps  were  also  provided.  Practically  every  house  has  now  been  provided  with 
hot  in  addition  to  cold  water  facilities  for  washing  glasses,  etc.  In  six  cases, 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  cellars,  especially  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  floors  and  walls,  insufficient  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness. 
In  14  houses,  indoor  ladies’  toilets  have  been  provided,  where  none  existed  pre¬ 
viously,  except  in  undersifable  situations  in  yards  or  otherwise,  where  there  was 
no  adequate  segregation  from  the  males’  conveniences.  In  addition,  many  im¬ 
provements  have  been  achieved  regarding  the  installation  of  other  hygienic  bar 
equipment,  and  matters  pertaining  to  the  comfort  of  the  patrons. 

Considering  the  restrictions  on  certain  materials  and  ,the  shortage  of  skilled 
labour,  progress  on  the  whole  has  been  satisfactory.  It  is  to  the  good  that  N'O- 
prietons  of  such  places  realise  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  duties  embrace  every 
aspect  of  hygiene  in  relation  to  Public  Health  and  there  is  indeed  convincing 
evidence  that  they  are  only  too  ready  to  co-operate  in  improving  the  standard 
and  service  of  .their  respective  houses.  Work  in  progress  is  now  reported  in 
several  instances  where  permits,  etc.,  have  been  delaying  matters. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


BOROUGH  OF  OSWESTRY. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

ronces. 

( iccupiers 
prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

54 

41 

.10 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

22 

2  7 

8 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL  ..( 

76 

m 

18 

Nil 

2.—  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

• 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied. 

• 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Insoector. 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

12 

12 

v —  - 

2 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

—  . 

-  — 

— 

— 

— . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

3 

3 

— 

— - 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

6 

0 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

ive. 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

I 

1  . 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•— 

TOTAL  ... 

26 

26 

— 

5 

— 

No.  of  Outworkers  ...  10 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Number  of  houses— 710. 

Rateable  value — £12,658. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate — £50. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Rainfall — Not  measured. 

Consumption:  30,000,000  gallons. 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains: — 706. 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  water  mains: — 

(•at  Direct  to  houses  (1)  656  houses. 

(2)  2296  persons  (estimated). 

(b)  By  means  of  stand — 

pipes  (1)  50  houses. 

(2)  155  persons  (estimated). 

Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses.  (4  only)  Wells. 

Any  new  work  carried  out  during  the  year.  None. 

The  water  is  not  chlorinated. 

Results  of  Bacteriological  Examination. 

4.2.48,  Bacillus  Ooli 

per  100  ml. 

Water  from  Pumping  Station  .  Nil 

Water  from  Reservoir  Nil 

Water  from  Tap  and  Mains  .  1  N on-faecal 

16.6.48. 

From  House  Tap  on  Mains  . . . .  Nil 

24.11.48. 

From  House  tap  on  Mains  .  Nil. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  676 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrange¬ 
ments  for  sewage  disposal  .  34 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  32 

Number  of  .unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  2 
Number  of  privies  or  eath  closets  converted  fo  W.C.s  8 

New  work  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  nevV  scheme  considered  or 
decided  upon  by  the  Council — None. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  .  26 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  25 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  24 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  12 

Number  closed  . 1 
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Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded: — 

1 .  Council  House  .  1 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  8 

Number  of  persons  therein:  — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  8 

2.  Privately  owned  Houses  . *  48 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved:— 

1 .  Council  Houses  .  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  House  . .  4. 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

1.  Permanent.  Private  (one)  Council  46 

2.  Temporary  . ' .  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year  .  4 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1949: — 

1.  Permanent  .  16 

2.  Temporary  .  Nil 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  bakehouses  .  8 

Number  of  inspections  . 13 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  — 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  .  2 

Number  of  inspections  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  .  4 

Number  of  defects  found  .  1 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  1 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  3 

Number  of  inspections  .  7 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  — 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  .  4 

1.  Heat  Treated  .  Nil 

2.  Cold  Mix  . 4 

Number  inspected  .  4 

Number  of  inspections  .  12 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  Nil 

Number  of  ice-cream  retailers  . ’ .  6 

(This  included  4  manufacturers). 

Number  of  inspections  . 6 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  « .  Nil 

Comments  on  general  conditions  of  above:  Satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Number.  Four — Two  for  each  sex. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number.  Nil. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 


Number  of  parishes.  One  (Urban). 

Number  of  parishes  where  refuse  is  collected.  One. 

Method  of  collection  (by  direct  labour  or  contract).  Direct  labour. 

Method  of  disposal  (by  tipping  or  incinerator).  Tipping. 

If  disposed  of  by  tipping,  is  controlled  tipping  in  operation  ?  Yes. 
Comments  on  working  of  system. 

The  same  method  has  been  used  for  18-19  years  and  is  satisfactory. 

H  as  there  been  any  infestation  by: — 

1.  Rats?  A  major  infestation  in  the  ditch  between  the  tip  and  a  corn 

field  was  found  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  this  was  promptly 
dealt  with. 

2.  Crickets  ?  No. 

3.  Flies  ?  No. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  1: — 

1.  The  Council  has  an  annual  contract  with  the  County  Council  for 
tip,  sewage  work,  paper  store.  Allotments  for  rat  disinfestation, 

NUISANCES. 

No  particular  nuisance  has  had  to  be  dealt  with. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 

Number  of  T.T.  Producers  Nil  Number  of  licences  to  retail 


Number  of  accredited  producers  Nil  Pasteurised  Milk  Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  Pasturised  Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  .  1 


Milk  Nil  Number  of  accredited  retailers  Nil 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  16 


Number  inspected  1 6 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  26 

Number  of  defects  2 


Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  2 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  Nil 

Method  of  Cleaning  Utensils: — 

1.  Number  using  steam  sterilisation  .  1 

2.  Number  using  hot  water  15 

3.  Number  using  chemical  sterilisation  Nil 

In  general  the  conditions  in  the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of  production 
were  satisfactory. 

Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk  .  6 

Delivery  is  made  from  churns  with  the  exception  of  graded  milk. 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

All  infestations  investigated  have  been  minor.  The  Council  is  not  the 
authority  for  the  purposes  of  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  and  complaints 
are  passed  on  to  the  proper  authority,  viz:  The  County  Council. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 


Number  dealt  with: — 1.  Premises  (a)  Bugs.  Nil 

(b)  Other  vermin  Nil 

2.  Persons  .  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

42 

30 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938! 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actt  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

42 

30 

— 

— 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecution 
were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

■ 

Found. 

Remedied . 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

--  - 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

_ 

* — 

— 

— 

— . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

— 

■ 

— 

ive 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 

~ 

— 
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WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  as  recorded  at  Fennis  Bank  for  the  year  1948  was  28.52  inches, 
as  compared  with  24.60  inches  for  the  year,  1947. 

June  and  December  were  the  wettest  months,  having  a  rainfall  of  3.73  and 
3.35  inches  respectively.  The  driest  month  was  March,  with  a  rainfall  of  1 
inch. 

Water  Consumption. 

The  total  water  consumption  for  the  year  amounted  to  86,319,000  gallons, 
a  daily  average  of  235,851  gallons.  This  shows  a  decrease  of  5,511  gallons  per 
day  over  1947,  when  the  average  daily  consumption  was  241,362  gallons. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June,  the  daily  consumption  was  highest 
with  245,766  and  245,142  gallons  respectively. 


Supply  from  Public  Mains. 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains: — 

Direct  to  the  houses  .  1777 

Number  of  Population,  approx.  .  6000 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  126 

Approx,  population  .  440 


Existing  Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no  extensive  change  in  the  sources  of  water  during  the  year. 

The  Brickyard  Supply  continues  to  yield  a  water  with  a  high  iron  content, 
making  it  necessary  to  scrape  the  suction  and  delivery  pipes  at  frequent  inter¬ 
vals  to  remove  incrustation. 

During  the  year,  two  of  the  borings  at  the  Brickyards  were  found  to  be 
yielding  very  little  water;  these  tubes  were  withdrawn  and  sunk  in  another  part 
of  the  site  and  their  yield  returned  to  normal. 

In  July,  some  water  was  wasted,  due  to  contamination  of  the  small  bore  by 
fuel  oil  from  the  engine  which  is  situated  directly  over  the  boring.  The  yield 
from  all  sources  at  the  time  was  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand  and  build  up 
storage.  A  sample  was  taken  from  that  part  of  the  Meadows  Supply,  which 
had  been  discontinued  for  some  years  and  this  part  of  the  supply  turned  on 
again,  yielding  some  20,000  gallons  per  day.  A  further  sample,  collected  on  the 
9th  July,  1948,  showed  the  water  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  this  part  of  the  source 
Was  discontinued  again. 

ft  has  been  necessary  to  refuse  all  applications  for  connection  to  the  water 
mains  (other  than  for  domestic  purposes),  owing  to  the  heavy  demand  upon  the 
supply  during  peak  periods,  especially  long  spells  of  hot  dry  weather.  Three 
such  applications  were  refused  during  the  year. 

Proposed  New  Water  Supply. 

The  scheme  for  the  proposed  new  water  supply  prepared  by  Messrs.  Will- 
cox,  Raikes  and  Marshall,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
advertised  in  the  press. 

Houses  Without  Mains  Supply. 

No  cases  of  polluted  wells  or  shortage  of  domestic  supplies  have  been  re¬ 
ported. 

One  shallow  well  on  a  smallholding  and  one  on  a  farm  were  reported  as 
failing  to  yield  sufficient  water  for  the  purposes  required. 
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Water  Samples  (Bacteriological). 


Date. 

Source. 

Treatment. 

B.  Coli 
per 

100  mill. 

Faecal  B. 
Coli  %  of 
Total. 

20/1/48 

Town  Mains. 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

16/2/48 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

25/3/48 

do. 

do. 

»  0 

0 

20/4/48 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

5/5/48 

do. 

Unchlorinated. 

7 

0 

24/5/48 

do. 

Chlorinated 

0 

0 

8/6/48 

Supply  pipe 
Meadows. 

Unchlorinated . 

3 

0 

8/6/48 

Town  Mains. 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

9/7/48 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

9/7/48 

Meadows 

Supply. 

Unchlorinated. 

18 

6 

13/8/48 

Town  Mains. 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

13/8/48 

Meadows 

Supply. 

Unchlorinated. 

160 

1 

13/8/48 

Brickyard 

Supply. 

Prior  to 
treatment. 

90 

0 

9/9/48 

Brickyard 

Supply. 

Unchlorinated. 

35 

100 

13/9/48 

Town  Mains, 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

8/11/48 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

2  r / 12/48 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

The  sample  collected  on  5th  May,  1948,  was  collected  immediately  after  a 
temporary  breakdown  in  the  chlorinating  appa^tus  and  just  prior  to  temporary 
hand  dosage. 

The  samples  from  the  Meadow  Supply  collected  on  8th  June,  1948,  9th 
July,  1948,  and  13th  August,  1948,  were  from  that  part  which  had  been  disused 
for  some  years. 

The  samples  collected  from  the  Brickyards  Supply  on  13th  August,  1948, 
9th  September,  1948,  were  immediately  alker  two  new  borings  had  been  con¬ 
structed. 


00,000 


WATER  SAMPLES  (Chemcitfl). 

A  sample  from  the  town  mains  collected  on  19.4.48,  was  reported  on  by  the 
Analyst  as  follows: — 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution  .  53.0  p.p. 

Total  in  Nitrates  0.04 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . Nil 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  10.1 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

in  4  hours  at  80  F  .  0.008 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  0.004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.005 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  .  Nil 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sedi¬ 
ment.  Trace  of  Iron  Bacteria.  Tem¬ 
porary  Hardness  in  Degrees  Clark  18 

Permanent  Hardness  in  Degrees  Clark  4 

p.h.  value  .  7.6 

Colour  .  Less  than  5  Ha/.en  Units 

During  the  year  excessive  discolouration  of  the  backwash  water  from  a 
domestic  water  softener  was  reported.  Examination  of  the  iron  removal  plant 


Degrees 
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at  Fennis  Bank  indicated  that  dosage  of  Sulphate  of  Alumina  used  in  the  plant 
was  too  heavy  and  the  dosage  was  reduced  to  1.5  grains  per  gallon  on  the  advice 
of  Messrs.  Bell  Bros. ..Manufacturers  of  the  plant. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Council’s  swimming  bath  was  open  to  the  general  public,  the  schools 
and  the  local  clubs  during  the  summer  months.  In  the  winter  months,  the  slipper 
baths  were  open  to  the  public  every  Saturday. 

The  following  were  the  attendances  'at  the  baths  during  the  year: — 


Swimming  Baths: 

Total  attendances  from  Schools  — .  5,300 

Private  Baths  .  951 

Other  attenda nces  8,631 


Total  .  14,882 


Slipper  Baths  .  801 

Sterilisation  of  the  water  is  effected  by  hand  dosage  of  solutions  containing 
clorine.  Frequent  tests  indicated  that  an  average  free  chlorine  residual  of  0.4 
parts  per  million  was  maintained. 

Samples  of  the  water  examined  on  May  24th,  July  9th  and  September  13th, 
indicated  that  B.Coli  were  absent  from  each  sample. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewer 

during  the  year  . 

Number  of  new  dwellings  connected  during  year] 
Number  of  houses  having  private  arrangements 

for  sewage  disposal  .  | 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  f- 

plant  . . .  | 

Number  of  unsatisfactory 

Number  of  privies  in  earth  closets  converted  to 
W.C.s  . 


33 


Not  Known. 


4 


There  have  been  no  extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

The  present  system  of  disposal  by  land  treatment  is  wasteful  in  the  use  of 
land  and  inefficient  in  the  results  obtained.  Over  a  period  of  years  it  has  proved 
unsatisfactory.  The  tanks  are  of  insufficient  capacity  and  have  no  screens. 
Facilities  for  the  emptying  of  the  tanks  and  the  drying  of  the  sludge  are  non¬ 
existent. 

The  effluent  from  the  work  does  not  discharge  into  the  stream  at  any 
specific  point  and  it  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  take  samples,  but  a  series  of 
samples  were  taken  from  the  streams  adjoining  the  site  for  chemical  analysis  on 
the  14th  June,  1948. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  of  the  samples  taken: — 

(a)  Stream  (near  to  Canal  Bridge,  Wrexham  Road)  before  reaching  U.D.C. 

Works. 

“  The  Stream  at  this  point  is  of  bad  quality.” 

(b)  Redbrook  before  reaching  U.D.C.,  and  Jscoyd  Camp  Sewage  Works: 

“The  Brook  at  this  point  is  of  doubtful  purity.” 

(c)  After  passing  U.D.C.  Works: 

“  This  Stream  is  of  bad  quality  at  this  point.  ” 
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(d)  Redbrook  after  passing  Iscoyd  Camp  Sewage  Works  and  U.D.C.  Sew&ee 
Farm,  but  before  joining  stream: 

“  The  Brook  at  this  point  is  doubtful  of  purity.” 

(e)  Effluent  from  Iscoyd  Camp  Works: 

“  This  is  a  satisfactory  effluent.” 

(f)  Stream  after  passing  Gas  Works: 

”  No  indication  of  Gas  Works  polution.  Stream  at  this  point  of  doubful 
purity.  ” 

(g)  Stream  before  reaching  Gas  Works: 

“  The  Stream  at  this  point  is  fairly  clean.  No  indication  of  Gas  Works 
pollution.” 

It  would  appear  from  the  above  analysis  that  in  spite  of  continued  efforts 
to  maintain  works  and  disposal  plant  at  the  maximum  degree  of  efficiency  pos- 
sible  under  the  circumstances,  the  final  effluent  is  still  very  unsatisfactory. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  permanent  houses  completed  during  the  year .  28 

Number  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year  .  12 

Number  planned  for  year  1949;  Permanent  .  28 

Temporary  . .  None 


Tenders  have  been  invited  for  the  erection  of  28  houses  on  a  site  which  has 
already  been  sewered  and  had  water  supply  laid  on.  The  Council  accepted 
the  lowest  tender  but  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  delayed  giving  their  approval 
owing  to  the  higffiprice  of  the  tender. 

Negotiations  have  proceeded  for  the  purchase  of  land  in  Sedgeford  for 
approximately  160  houses,  parts  of  the  site  being  the  subject  of  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders. 

V  ERMINOU  S  PREMISES. 

Five  cases  of  infestation  of  bed  bugs  were  reported  and  satisfactorily  abated 
by  spraying  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  D.D.T.  in  Kerosene.  In  one  case  three 
applications  of  the  solution  were  necessary. 

No  cases  of  recurrence  have  been  reported. 

RATS  AND  MICE. 

Complaints  of  the  presence  -of  rats  in  dwelling  and  business  premises  during 
the  year  have  been  comparatively  few.  Fourteen  complaints  were  referred  to 
the  County  Fand  Agent. 

During  the  month  of  April,  pre-baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  and 
complete  fakes  were  registered  at  three  manholes.  When  poison  bait  was  placed 
in  these  manholes  partial  takes  were  recorded  on  subsequent  days  and  the  body 
of  one  rat  was  seen. 

At  the  moment  new  Fegislation  is  in  the  process  of  enactment.  If  the  Bill — 
The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests— becomes  law,  the  powers  of  rat  control 
will  revert  to  the  local  authorities. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Land  adjoining  the  Egerton  Road  Housing  Site  was  used  for  controlled 
tipping  during  the  year  and  when  this  was  filled  and  closed,  controlled  tipping 
was  started  in  the  Whitchurch  area  of  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal.  The  part 
where  tipping  is  taking  place  has  been  de-watered,  the  water  having  been  run  off 
into  the  brook.  After  this  took  place,  it  was  found  that  the  residual  sludge  left 
in  the  bottom  was  liable  to  give  off  offensive  odours.  To  obviate  this  it  was 
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necessary  to  dose  it  heavily  with  Chloride  of  Lime.  After  several  applications  of 
this,  applied  at  intervals  of  a  few  days,  the  objectionable  odours  had  gone. 

A  new  Bedford  tipper  lorry  with  detachable  refuse  body  was  purchased  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 


DUSTBINS. 

Number  of  informal  notices  to  supply  dustbins  .  51 

Number  of  notices  under  Sedtion  75  of  the  Public  Health 

Act,  1936  for  dustbins  .  Nil 


SALVAGE. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  carried  on  during  the  year:  83  tons  2\  cwts. 
being  collected  and  disposed. 

A  light  “  Grasshopper  ”  type  baler  has  been  purchased  and  installed  at  the 
Council’s  Yard  for  baling  the  paper.  It  has  proved  satisfactory  and  more  econ¬ 
omical  and  convenient  than  the  prevoius  procedure  of  hiring  baler  and  tractor 
from  a  local  contractor. 

The  Council  entered  the  competition  sponsored  by  the  National  Waste 
Paper  Recovery  Association,  but  were  not  amongst  the  successful  entrants. 

Bottles  and  scrap  metal  were  also  salvaged,  but  the  market  for  bottles  seems 
to  have  dried  up  and  their  salvage  now  is  not  economical. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

No  undue  damage  to  the  fittings  and  buildings  of  the  conveniences  have 
taken  place  during  the  year. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOUSING. 


Number  completed  during  the  year  . . .  5 

Number  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  the  year  .  None 


LICENCES  FOR  NEW  HOUSING. 

# 

During  the  past  year  'the  Council  issued  no  Licences  for  the  erection  of 
houses  by  private  enterprise. 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS  AND  REPAIRS. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  384 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  requiring  repairs  61 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  58 

Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . . .  6 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  the  year: 

(1)  Council  Houses  6 

(2)  Privately  Owned  .  28 

Number  of  persons  in  above: — 

(1)  Council  Houses  .  30 

(2)  Privately  Owned  .  140 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

Five  inspections  were  made  of  the  town's  only  lodging  house.  A  fair 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  now  maintained.  The  number  of  inmates  that  the 
premises  are  licensed  for  is  twelve. 
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FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 


Number  of .  Bakehouses  .  10 

Number  of  Inspections  . 15 

Number  where  defects  were  found  4 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  4 

Number  of  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants  4 

Number  Inspected  . 3 

Number  of  defects  found  0 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  0 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1938,  SECTION  13. 


Number  of  Cafe  and  Restaurants 
Number  of  Inspections 
Number  where  defects  found 
Number  where  defects  remedied 
Number  of  Ice-cream  Manufacturers 

(1)  Heat  Treated  . 

(2)  Cold  Mix  . 

Number  of  Inspections 

Number  where  defects  found  . 

Number  where  defects  remedied 

Ice-cream  Retailers  . . 

Number  of  samples  of  Ice-cream: — 
Grade  1 

Grade  II  . 

Grade  III  . 

Grade  IV  . 


8 

8 

1 

1 

4 
1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

0 


COMMENTS  ON  GENERAL  CONDITIONS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  premises  of  both  retailers  and  manufacturers  have  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory  in  respect  of  the  equipment  used  and  the  structures  of  the  premises. 

Food  premises  are  generally  small  business  premises  adapted  from  dwelling 
houses  and  shops  not  originally  designed  for  the  purpose.  The  preparation  and 
or  sale  of  Ice-cream  and  other  food  is  often  carried  on  as  part  of  some  other 
business  on  the  same  premises.  It  is  often  difficult  to  enforce  the  installation  of 
elaborate  equipment  in  these  cases. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 


Number  of  11.  Producers  .  4 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  26 

Number  which  complied  .  24 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  .  5 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  4 

Number  which  complied  .  4 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  .  19 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  62 

Number  which  complied  .  51 

Number  of  Licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  0 

Number  of  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  5 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  U.D.C .  5 

Number  which  complied  by  County  Council  .  5 

Number  which  complied  by  U.D.C .  5 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Number  of  Producers  of  Undesignated  Milk  .  36 

Number  of  Retailers  .  5 

Number  Inspected  .  8 

Total  number  of  Inspections  .  24- 

Number  with  defects  .  1 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  1 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  .  1 

Remedied  .  1 


Methods  of  Cleaning  Utensils. 

The  general  procedure  in  the  area  of  the  cleansing  of  utensils  would  appear 
to  be  a  combination  of  suitable  detergents  and  steam.  After  use  the  teat  cups 
working  parts  of  the  milking  machines  are  scrubbed  and  washed  in  warm  water 
and  then  finally  rinsed  in  a  suitable  detergent.  Pails,  milk  churns  and  cans  are  in 
most  cases  cleansed  and  sterilised  with  steam. 

Delivery. 

The  delivery  of  milk  in  some  cases  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  ideal 
method  fs  either  by  bottle  or  carton.  Some  retailers  still  deliver  by  cans  from 
an  open  churn. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows . 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed 

1034 

718 

1507 

4337 

162 

Number  Inspected  ... 

1034 

718 

1507 

4337 

162 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

6 

12 

17 

5 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

312 

365 

3 

369 

13 

%  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Diseases 

other  than  Tuberculosis 

30-1% 

50.8%  ( 

•  19% 

8.5% 

8.0% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

17 

42 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

201 

271 

20 

%  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

19.4% 

37-7% 

— 

— 

12.3% 

25.86  tons  of  unsound  meat  and  offal  condemned. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WHITCHURCH. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

\Y  ritten 
notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

15 

11 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

33 

50 

T7 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
f  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

|  68 

61 

19 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found . 

Remedied 

Ref  e  rred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i  ) 

6 

6 

- - 

6 

- - 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

“ - 

— 

- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

* 

— 

— 

~ 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

* 

— 

— — 

(a)  Insufficient 

()b  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

2 

2 

■ 

T 

~~ 

ive 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

7 

7 

3 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

1 

.  1 

1 

work) 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

22 

22 

— 

1 1 

— 
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ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  (1)  Ellesmere  Rural  (Dudleston  Heath)  32. 

(2)  Aproximately  1200. 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  (1)  60. 

(2)  Approximately  240. 

Consumption:  13,214,000  gallons. 

Nature  of  supplies  to  remaining  houses: — -Wells  and  Springs. 

Public  pumps  supply  approximately  200  persons  at  Cockshutt  and  Harmer 
Hill;  village  pumps  at  Weston  Lullingfields,  Myddle  and  Tetchill. 

The  private  supply  of  the  Bradford  Estate  extends  by  main  to  Great  Ness 
and  Little  Ness,  supplying  50  houses. 

The  water  scheme  for  the  district  to  improve  the  supply  of  those  areas  at 
present  badly  off  for  water  had  not  reached  the  stage  for  Public  Enquiry  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Twenty-three  samples  were  taken  of  supplies  to  villages,  Council  Houses 
and  private  supplies. 

Of  the  Private  Supplies,  4  were  unsatisfactory,  and  1  satisfactory. 

Of  the  supplies  to  the  villages: — 

Myddle  Parish  Pump  was  satisfactory; 

Harmer  Hill  was  unsatisfactory; 

Myddle  Pump  opposite  No.  19  was  unsatisfactory. 

West  Lullingfields  was  of  doubtful  quality; 

Of  the  supplies  to  the  Council  Houses:— 

Myddle,  satisfactory; 

Frankton,  satisfactory; 

Tetchill,  of  doubtful  quality; 

Weston  Lullingfields,  unsatisfactory. 

The  investigations  and  work  on  improving  the  unsatisfactory  supplies  was 
in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  supplies,  other  parts  of  the  district,  such 
as  Baschurch,  Cockshutt,  Hordley,  Perthy  and  Welshampton,  are  badly  off,  both 
in  the  quality  and  accessibility  of  the  water,  much  of  it  having  to  be  carried  for 
considerable  distances. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Public  Sewers — None. 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements  for  sewage  dis¬ 
posal: — 

Many  inhabited  houses  have  their  own  systems  or  as  combined  drainage 
systems. 

Number  of  Privies  or  Earth  Closets  converted  to  W.C.s  .  4 

No  new  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  new  scheme  considered 
or  decided  upon  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  found  overcrowded: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  1 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  12 
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Number  of  persons  therein: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  14 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  77 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  repaired  under  licence  40 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year:— 

Permanent  . . .  4 

Temporary  . . .  Nil 


Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year: — 


Council  .  14 

Private  .  3 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1 949: — - 

Permanent  (Council)  .  46 

Permanent  (Private)  . * .  1 1 


The  Council  are  to  distribute  a  Housing  Programme  for  1949  as  follows: — 


Hord  ley 

Lyneal  . 

Weston  Lullingfield 
Baschurch 


10  Nesscliffe  .  6 

8  Cockshult  .  6 

4  Private  .  1 1 

12  — 
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FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 


Number  of  Bakehouses  .  7 

Number  of  Inspections  .  7 

Number  where  defects  were  found  1 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  1 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants  Nil 

Number  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  6 

Number  Inspected  . 2 

Number  where  defects  were  found  Nil 

Number  of  Ice-cream  Manufacturers  .  1 

1.  Heat  treated  .  1 

2.  Cold  Mix  .  — 

Number  of  Inspections  .  14 

Number  where  defects  were  found  1 

Number  of  Ice-cream  Retailers  . > .  1 

Number  Inspected  .  1 

Number  where  defects  were  found  Nil 

Comments  on  general  conditions  of  above: — 


Limitations  of  time  and  staff  preclude  constant  supervision,  but  conditions 
are  generally  good.  Frequent  sampling  of  the  manufacture  of  Ice-cream  has  re¬ 
vealed  contamination.  The  manufacturer  has  readily  co-operated  to  improve  the 
product. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  no  public  conveniences,  except  those  provided  for  hotels  and  inns, 
etc.  The  accommodation  provided  is  sufficient  as  intended  for  these  premises. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  parishes  . .  9 

Number  of  parishes  where  refuse  is  collected  .  Nil 


A  scheme  for  the  scavenging  of  the  whole  district  was  submitted  and  con¬ 
sidered.  It  is  expected  that  this  new  service  will  be  in  operation  during  1949. 


NUISANCES. 

Number  dealt  with  . . .  53 

Number  remedied  .  38 

Additional  visits  .  74 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGN  AT  SONS)  ORDER 

Number  of  T.T.  producers  .  38 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  155 

Number  which  complied  with  required  standard  127 

Number  of  accredited  producers  .  64 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  297 

Number  which  complied  with  required  standard  233 

Number  of  T.T.  retailers  .  1 

Number  of  licences  to  pasteurise  milk  .  Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  .  Nil 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  .  474 

Number  inspected  .  10 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  41 

Number  with  defects  .  10 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  10 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  .  Nil 

Methods  of  Cleansing  Utensils. 

1 .  Number  using  steam  sterilisation  .  3 

2.  Number  using  hot  water  .  7 

Number  using  chemical  sterilisation  .  Nil 

Method  of  delivery — By  churns  and  bottles. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Fifteen  visits  were  paid  to  one  emergency  slaughterhouse  and  other  occas¬ 
ional  visits  to  premises  concerned  with  the  sale  of  meat  for  human  consumption. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

Number  killed  (approximate):  Cows,  1,630;  Calves,  150;  Sheep  and  Lambs, 
100;  Pigs,  110. 

Most  of  the  meat  is  inspected  at  Shrewsbury  Abattoir. 

Thirty-nine  carcases  and  offal  were  condemned  for  the  following  reasons: — 


Injury  with  resulting  conditions  .  12 

Tuberculosis  . - .  1 8 

M ul ti pie  abscesses,  oedema,  gangerenc  .  9 


39 

1  lb.  of  Danish  butter,  2  lbs.  Danish  bacon,  and  twelve  2  lb.  tins  of  Ameri¬ 
can  sweet  corn  were  condemned. 
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RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  infestations  are  usually  dealt  with  by  the  Salop  County  Council  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 

Number  of  Premises  dealt  with: — 1.  Premises  (a)  Bugs.  None. 

(b)  Other  vermin.  One 
Cockroach). 

2.  Persons.  None. 

Methods  used  for  (a)  Bugs 

(b)  Other  vermin:  “  Zaldecide  "  insecticide  spray. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 
prosecuted . 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2;  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

33 

TO 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

13 

12 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

7 

3 

_ 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

53 

A5 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

*  Referred 

- 

Found. 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

1 

1 

—  . 

. 

- - 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper¬ 

ature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

_ 

■ — : 

- — 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

1 

1 

- 

fective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

“ 

_ 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 
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OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  PIPED 

SUPPLIES. 


Bacilli  Coli 

Faecal 

* 

per  100  ml. 

content. 

Llanymynech. 

3-  i.  48. 

Unchlorinated. 

2 

_ 

Mardy  Supply. 

3.  1.  48. 

Chlorinated. 

Nil 

. 

Maesbury. 

2.  1.  48. 

Unchlorinated. 

Nil  . 

1.  10.  48. 

Trefonen. 

Unchlorinated. 

Nil 

11.  4.  48 

Unchlorinated. 

17 

- — 

4.  8.  -  48. 

Selattyn . 

Unchlorinated. 

180  plus 

100% 

3.  1.  48. 

19.  2.  48. 

Unchlorinated. 

Unchlorinated. 

5 

20% 

(Reservoir) . 
Unchlorinated 

35 

14% 

(Springs  source). 

20 

85% 

A  chlorination  plant  was  installed  on  the  Trefonen  supply  in  September. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Brogyntyn  Estate  Co.,  owner  of  the 
Selattyn  supply,  to  take  it  over,  and  it  was  decided  to  have  a  chlorinator  fixed 
to  the  main  before  it  enters  the  village.  This  was  installed  early  in  the  New  Year. 

These  measures  should  result  in  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  both  these 
supplies,  but  with  no  storage  tank  where  the  chlorine  would  remain  in  contact 
with  the  water  for  a  definite  period,  results  are  likely  to  be  variable. 

Of  samples  taken  from  wells  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  85  per  cent,  were 
unsatisfactory. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

WATERS  SUPPLY. 

Rateable  Value:  £70,365.  Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate,  £286. 
Rainfall:  The  total  for  the  year  was  36.68  inches. 

The  following  parishes  are  provided  with  a  public  water  supply:— 


No.  of  houses 
supplied  direct. 

No.  of  houses 
supplied  by  stand- 
pipe. 

Selattyn 

108 

88 

Weston  Rhyn 

•••  •  443 

39 

St.  Martins 

419 

12 

Whittington 

610 

18 

Oswestry  Rural 

504 

M 

Llanymynech 

136 

11 

Llanyblodwel 

52 

3 

TOTAL 

2272 

185 
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The  remaining  parishes  are  supplied  by  water  from  private  undertakings, 
wells  and  streams,  with  the  exception  of  Ruyton-XTTowns,  where  52  houses  are 
supplied  with  water  taken  round  in  tanks  on  a  motor  vehicle.  Previous  to  July, 
1948,  the  Parish  Council  employed  a  contractor  who  was  responsible  for  the 
conveyance  of  water  around  the  village.  As  a  result  of  complaints  made  to  this 
department  by  people  not  receiving  a  regular  supply,  the  Council  decided  to  be 
responsible  for  the  conveyance  of  water,  and  since  July,  two  tanks,  fixed  on  one 
of  your  lorries  are  taken  around  the  village  every  Tuesday  and  Friday.  The 
water  is  obtained  from  Kraft  Dairies,  Ruyton-Xl -Towns.  The  remaining  houses 
in  the  village  are  either  provided  with  wells  or  the  occupiers  get  their  own  supply 
direct  from  the  Kraft  Dairies. 

During  the  year,  it  was  hoped  that  pressure  would  have  been  brought  to  bear 
on  owners  to  have  water  taken  by  pipe  into  houses  at  present  served  by  out¬ 
door  standpipes,  but  in  view  of  the  need  for  copper  and  lead  pipes  in  connection 
with  new  houses,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  a  little  longer.  We  do  hope 
However,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  take 
action  and  have  outdoor  standpipes  done  away  with  where  practicable. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  inadequate  and  very  unsatisfactory  supply 
to  Ruyton-XI-Towns,  and  there  are  other  parts  of  the  district  where  the  need 
for  a  piped  water  supply  is  almost  equally  urgent. 

Llanyblodwel. 

Shallow  wells  and  dip  wells  are  supplying  several  houses,  often  some  distance 
away. 

Maesbrook. 

Similar  to  above. 

Melverley. 

Of  about  fifty  premises  with  a  population  of  nearly  200,  only  thirty  have 
their  own  water  supply;  fourteen  have  it  carried  in  churns  from  a  nearby  dairy. 
The  water  to  several  premises  is  of  doubtful  quality  and  in  a  few  cases  it  is  ob¬ 
tained  from  dip  wells  in  fields  or  brooks. 

Moreton. 

Nineteen  premises  and  a  school  of  about  100  children.  Seven  have  no 
supply  and  carry  water  from  a  common  pump,  and  in  other  cases  water  is  car¬ 
ried  for  some  100  yards.  Samples  of  the  water  have  shown  it  to  be  of  poor 
quality. 

St.  Martins. 

Frequent  complaints  have  been  received  of  the  shortage  of  supply  from  the 
Council’s  mains  and  the  Moors  Farm,  Moors  Lane.  There  are  34  houses,  26 
of  which  have  an  unsatisfactory  and  inadequate  supply. 

Nantycaws. 

The  houses  in  this  area  rely  on  pumps  and  dip  wells,  samples  of  which  show 
evidence  of  pollution. 

Pentre. 

The  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  water  to  this  hamlet  of  31  houses  and  some 
100  persons  has  been  reported  up  on  intermittently  since  1933.  Except  in  the 
case  of  3  or  4  houses  which  have  an  adequate  supply,  the  only  alternative  to  the 
brook  from  which  some  families  obtain  their  water,  is  the  creamery  from  which 
water  has  to  be  carried  at  least  500  yards,  and  in  some  cases  a  much  longer  dis¬ 
tance.  . 
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Racecourse. 

Of  the  twenty-one  premises,  16  are  without  their  own  supply  and  that  of  the 
remaining  5  is  of  doubtful  quality.  When  the  common  pump  runs  dry,  which  is 
not  infrequent,  water  has  to  be  fetched  from  the  bottom  of  a  steep  hill. 

Rhosygadfa. 

The  water  supply  to  these  scattered  premises  is  unsatisfactory  and  in  several 
cases  the  water  supply  shows  evidence  of  surface  pollution.  The  water  often 
fails  and  the  quantity  is  considerably  reduced  in  dry  weather.  In  many  cases  the 
water  has  to  be  carried  considerable  distances. 

Treflach. 

A  water  supply  practically  does  not  exist  for  this  area,  two  dip  wells  supply 
all  but  2  or  3  of  the  30  houses,  and  most  of  their  inhabitants  have  to  carry  this 
inadequate  water  long  distances. 

West  Felton. 

Of  the  204  houses  in  the  parish,  occupied  by  725  persons,  134  have  an 
unsatisfactory  supply,  either  in  quality  or  quantity  or  both;  many  of  these  have 
no  supply  of  their  own  and  have  to  carry  water  for  distances  of  from  100  to  400 
yards;  of  these,  41  obtain  their  supplies  from  dip  wells  or  from  unprotected 
springs. 

The  Surveyor  and  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars: — 

(1)  Water  main  extended  from  the  Rhewl,  Gobowen,  to  the  Sarn  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  water  to  the  County  Council  smallholdings. 

(2)  A  new  pump  and  motor  installed  at  No.  2  Borehole,  Mardy. 

(3)  Renewal  of  water  main  from  the  corner  of  High  Street,  Whittington,  to 
Penybryn  Crescent. 

(4)  Extension  of  1  inch  main  at  Chirk  Bank  along  the  canal  side  to  Bridge 
Inn  and  cottages. 

(5)  Laid  7  inch  main  from  the  source  of  Kraft  Dairies,  Ruyton-XI-Towns  to 
the  new  housing  site  at  Ruyton. 

(6)  Installed  chlorinators  at  Mardy  Nos.  1  and  2  Boreholes. 

(7)  Installed  chlorinators  to  the  Trefonen  supply. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  Public  Sewer  is  1,324,  an  increase 
of  24  on  last  year’s  figures.  The  condition  as  regards  the  remaining  houses 
in  the  district  remain  the  same  as  for  last  year,  except  that  24  new  septic  tanks 
have  been  installed. 

A  small  length  of  Public  Sewer  was  extended  from  Whittington  Station 
towards  Drenewydd  Railway  Bridge. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  during  the  year: — 


Council  Houses  (Traditional)  .  82 

Private  Enterprise  . . .  32 


Total  .  114 

Non  Traditional  . . .  42 


Total  .  156 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

Council  Houses  (Traditional) . — — .  18 

Private  Enterprise  .  23 

Total  .  41 
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Non  Traditional  .  42 

Total  .  83 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1949  .  39 

HOUSING  SURVEY. 

289  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  Seven  were  found  to  be 
overcrowded. 


The  survey  is  now  complete,  and  the  following  is  the  total  number  of 
houses  inspected  and  placed  in  their  respective  category;  this  classification  must 
be  considered  provisional,  and  there  is  likely  to  be  some  final  adjustment,  though 
it  should  not  be  of  any  considerable  degree. 


Parish. 

Cat.  i. 

Cat.  2 

Cat.  3. 

Cat.  4. 

Total  Over¬ 
crowd- 

No. 

0/ 

JO 

No. 

0/ 

JO 

No. 

0/ 

JO 

No. 

0/ 

JO 

ing. 

Selattyn 

13 

3.3 

54 

34-2 

79 

50.0 

11 

7-5 

158 

0 

Weston  Rhyn 

44 

II. 9 

192 

52.2 

60 

16.3 

72 

19.6 

368  | 

9 

Oswestry  Rural 

55 

8.8 

201 

32.0 

251 

39-9 

121 

T9-3 

628  | 

38 

St.  Martins 

3 

1.2 

29 

11. 8 

187 

76.3 

26 

10.7 

245 

10 

Whittington 

ii 

3-4 

4i 

12.7 

192 

59-5 

79 

24.4 

323 

*3 

Knockin 

—  — 

5 

22.7 

17 

77-3 

— 

— 

22 

0 

Melverley 

— 

— 

5 

19.2 

15 

57-7 

6 

23.1 

26 

1 

Kinnerley 

12 

6.0 

68 

33-2 

102 

49.8 

23 

11. 0 

205 

9 

Ruyton 

6 

3-3 

43 

23-5 

103 

1  56.3 

3i 

16.9 

183 

11 

West  Felton 

13 

8.2 

40 

25.1 

84 

1  52.8 

22 

13-9 

159 

8 

Sychtyn 

i 

4.8 

—  — 

16 

j  76.2 

4 

19.0 

21 

0 

Llanyblodwel 

1 7 

11. 9 

42 

29.4 

5i 

!  35-6 

33 

23  •  1 

M3 

8 

Llanymynech 

34 

20.0 

7i 

41.7 

50 

!  29.4 

15 

8.9 

170 

1 

TOTAL 

209 

7.9 

791 

29.8 

1207 

1 45.6 

444 

!  16  7 

2651 

108 

Number  of  Council  Houses  overcrowded  .  44 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .  34 


Number  of  Council  Houses  overcrowded  .  44 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .  34 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  .  11 

Number  inspected  .  9 

Number  of  inspections  .  10 

Number  of  written  notices .  4 

Number  of  verbal  notices  .  6 

Number  complied  with  .  6 

Number  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  18 

Number  of  Inspections  .  13 

Number  Inspected  .  11 


The  defects  included  one  without  sanitary  accommodation  and  inadequate 
drainage,  a  broken  lavatory  basin  and  limewashing.  The  erection  of  the  sanitary 
convenience  and  improvements  to  the  drainage  system  was  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  remaining  defects  have  been  remedied. 

When  inspections  are  made  of  bakehouses,  it  is  stressed  on  the  persons  in 
charge,  as  with  other  food  premises,  the  necessity  of  personal  hygiene,  particularly 
the  washing  of  hands  after  using  the  toilet.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  food 
inspector  that  such  persons  are  becoming  more  hygienic  conscious  in  relation  to 
food  handling,  and  requests  have  been  made  for  “Wash  Your  Hands”  posters 
from  persons  in  food  premises.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  during  the  inspec¬ 
tions  no  signs  of  rat  or  mice  infestations  were  to  be  seen. 
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FRIED  FISH  SHOES. 

The  position  as  regards  these  remain  the  same  as  for  last  year. 

CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

The  number  remains  the  same  as  for  last  year.  Inspections  made  have  not 
revealed  anything  requiring  attention.  As  regards  the  position  of  one  sanitary 
convenience  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  matter  has  now  been  attended 
to. 


ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

There  are  two  registered  retailing  premises  in  the  district.  Both  retailers  pur¬ 
chasing  their  supplies  from  reputable  dealers,  and  the  ice-cream  is  sold  packed 
as  received  from  the  makers. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  number  of  parishes  where  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  remain  the 
same  as  for  last  year  except  that  the  number  of  houses  scavenged  in  the  var¬ 
ious  parishes  has  increased  by  90. 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

The  need  for  a  more  comprehensive  scheme  covering  those  villages  which 
are  not  already  scavenged.  I  quote  Ruyton-XI-Towns  as  an  instance.  This 
fairly  densely  populated  village  has  no  water  supply,  extremely  antiquated  and 
bad  methods  of  drainage  and  no  refuse  collection.  I  appreciate  the  difficulties 
involved  in  the  two  matters  mentioned  first,  but  it  cannot  be  agreed  that  any 
unsurmountable  problem  faces  the  Council  with  regard  to  refuse  collection. 

The  lack  of  refuse  collection  leads  to  crude  dumping  and  unsightly  tips 
scattered  about.  These  tips,  which  are  completely  uncontrolled,  are  breeding 
grounds  for  vermin  and  flies. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Council  will  face  this  matter  squarely  and  at  least 
give  the  comprehensive  essential  public  service  which  should  be  given. 


NUISANCES. 

Number  dealt  with  by  Informal  Notices  .  252 

Number  complied  with  Informal  Notices  .  180 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  11 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  8 


Nuisances  dealt  with  have  chiefly  been  structural  repairs  of  houses,  lack 
of  or  defective  drainage,  polluted  water  supplies  and  accumulation  of  manure 
or  refuse. 

It  is  not  easy  to  deal  with  structural  repairs  to  houses  where  the  cost  often 
involves  large  expenditure,  and  it  would  appear  that  landlords  have  some  justi¬ 
fication  for  being  somewhat  stubborn  when  it  is  realised  that  in  a  good  many 
cases  they  receive  a  weekly  rent  varying  from  2/6d  to  5/-,  out  of  which  they 
(the  landlords)  pay  rates,  etc.  In  one  case,  an  owner  is  actually  left  with 
fourpence  per  annum  for  repairs,  when  he  has  paid  out  his  rates  and  taxes.  It 
hardly  appears  fair  to  ask  owners  to  carry  out  major  repairs  to  houses  where  the 
rent  is  so  small  and  the  cost  of  building  materials  and  labour  have  soared  to 
the  extent  they  are  to-day.  This  type  of  property  is  very  often  of  a  low  standard 
and  has  undoubtedly  served  its  purpose,  but  during  the  scarcity  of  houses  they 
must  still  remain  occupied  and  therefore  the  owner  is  responsible  for  all  repairs. 
We  do  of  course  only  ask  for  first-aid  repairs  at  such  property,  but  while  this 
may  appear  to  be  a  sound  policy  in  theory,  it  does  not  always  work  out  in 
practice.  Very  often  a  defective  roof  cannot  be  patched  any  longer,  and  the 
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builder  finds  that  when  fixing  one  or  two  slates  a  dozen  or  more  slip  down,  which 
of  course  only  leaves  one  remedy — that  is  re-roofing — in  consequence  the 
landlord  has  a  heavy  bill  and  no  returns  to  meet  it.  This  is  an  everyday  prob¬ 
lem  facing  the  health  department,  and  a  problem  so  far  as  rent  is  concerned  over 
which  we  have  no  control.  I  .hope  steps  will  be  taken  to  assist  landlords,  a 
number  being  impecunious,  to  improve  and  preserve  cottages  where  practicable, 
instead  of  continuous  and  expensive  patching  up  jobs 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER 


Number  of  T.T.  producers  ...>. .  60 

Number  of  samples  taken  . - .  270 

Number  which  complied  .  218 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  .  33 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  155 

Number  of  which  complied  .  116 

Number  of  Pasteurised  samples  taken  .  60 

Number  which  complied  . 53 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  test  .  13 

Positive  .  2 


As  a  result  of  the  two  positive  T.B.  samples  the  Divisional  Veterinary  In¬ 
spector  was  notfied  on  inspection  of  the  two  herds  involved  a  cow  in  each  was 
found  with  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder.  Both  cows  were  slaughtered. 

RETAILERS  OF  MILK. 


Number  on  register  65 

Number  T.T.  retailers  .  9 

Number  Accredited  retailers  .  2 

Number  of  Pasteurised  retailers  .  1 

Number  of  Ordinary  retailers  .  53 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Nine  existing  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  remodelled  and  four  new  cowsheds 
and  dairies  erected  during  the  year. 

Number  of  producers  on  Register  .  625 

During  the  year  61  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  made. 
When  one  considers  that  the  number  of  producers  on  the  register  is  625,  it  can 
readily  be  seen  that  such  a  small  number  of  inspections  is  totally  unsatisfactory. 
This  is  not  due  to  neglect  on  behalf  of  the  department,  but  simply  because  one 
inspector  cannot  cope  with  the  demands  made  on  him. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  still  see  retailers  delivering  milk  in  open  cans 
or  churns  with  the  use  of  the  dipper,  or  else  customers  collecting  their  supplies 
from  the  farm  in  a  can.  This  practice  is  being  superseded  by  the  delivery  of 
milk  in  bottles.  This  more  hygienic  method  should  be  universal,  and  we  hope 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  open  can  method  is  abolished  altogether. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  a  programme  was  drawn  up  with  a  view 
of  planning  the  number  of  inspections  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  Food 
id  Drugs  Act,  Housing  Act,  Public  Health  Act,  Factories  Act,  and  in  addition 
the  sampling  of  milk,  water,  etc.,  and  an  allowance  made  also  for  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods,  the  control  of  salvage  and  refuse  and  attending  to  the 
numerous  complaints  received  about  nuisances  other  than  those  coming  to  the 
notice  of  the  department  through  routine  work.  It  was  soon  found  that  with 
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inadequate  staff,  planning  ahead  was  hopeless,  consequently  the  work:  is  done  in 
what  might  be  termed  a  haphazard  manner.  This  department  is  often  inundated 
with  people  seeking  homes,  either  on  account  of  ill-health,  overcrowding  or  liv¬ 
ing  under  deplorable  conditions.  These  people  must  be  interviewed  and  it  is 
difficult  to  deal  .with  these  matters  and  to  give  the  complainants  some  degree  of 
satisfaction.  During  the  war  years  very  little  was  done  in  the  way  of  repairing 
houses,  consequently  some  of  the  conditions  have  seriously  deteriorated,  with  the 
result  that  the  people  are  coming  to  the  department  with  complaints  of  damp¬ 
ness  and  general  defects.  When  such  a  complaint  is  received  it  first  means  an 
inspection  and  then  the  serving  of  an  informal  notice.  This  does  not  mean  that 
all  is  well.  We  find  today  that  before  work  is  completed  or  even  started,  three 
or  four  visits  are  necessary  owing  to  a  large  extent  to  the  landlords  being  unable 
to  get  contractors  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Alternate  weekly  inspections  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  are  carried  out  by  the  Borough  and  Rural  San¬ 
itary  Inspectors.  During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  animals  were  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Rural  Inspector. 

GRADED  ANIMALS. 

Cattle.  Figs.  Calves.  Sheep. 

623  87  1,612  3,444 

CASUALTY  ANIMALS. 

129  54  41  18 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  asked  for  certain  particulars  regarding  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  animals  and  to  avoid  duplication  of  reports;  this  matter  has  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Borough  of  Oswestry  in  his  report. 

FOODS  CONDEMNED  OTHER  THAN  MEAT. 

85  lbs.  Fish  ...  ...  ...  Decomposed. 

6  lbs.  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  Hydrogen  swelled. 

22!  lbs.  Corned  Beef  ...  ...  Punctured  Tins. 

4  Tins  Condensed  Milk  ...  ...  Punctured  Tins. 

4  lbs.  Tinned  Pork  Sausages  ...  Decomposed. 

25!  lbs.  Bacon  ...  ...  ...  Undercured. 

.  360  lbs.  Arrowroot  ...  ...  Contaminated  by  mice. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  County  Council  are  the  responsible  authority  for  the  operating  of  the 
above.  Therefore,  where  cases  of  infested  premises  come  to  our  notice  they  are 
reported  to  the  County  Council.  During  the  year,  eight  such  premises  were  re¬ 
ported. 

The  Council  sewers  have  again  been  test  baited  and  fortunately  there  were 
no  takes. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  seven  premises  were  treated  by  this  department  for  the 
eradication  of  bugs. 

The  method  used  included  a  first  treatment  with  “  Gammexane  ”  Smoke 
Generators.  ”  Approximately  two  weeks  later  the  rooms  were  sprayed  with  a 
5  per  cent.  D.D.T.  solution.  After  the  spraying,  two  further  inspections  at  in¬ 
tervals  of  4  to  6  weeks  were  made  and  it  was  found  that  no  bugs  were  present. 
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Dealing  with  bug  infestation  is  not  merely  a  matter  of  treatment,  but 
equally  important  tracing  the  source  of  infestation.  Some  possible  sources  are 
the  purchasing  of  second-hand  bedding  and  upholstered  furniture,  others  the 
taking  in  of  certain  types  of  lodgers.  There  is  also  the  question  of  semi-de¬ 
tached  houses.  It  is  not  policy  to  treat  one  semi-detached  house  without  giving 
treatment  to  the  others,  which  may  appear  to  be  free  from  infestation.  Now  that 
your  Council  are  letting  houses,  it  is  essential  that  the  houses  of  selected  ten¬ 
ants  should  be  looked  over  before  occupying  a  new  house. 

iS’-i-  -i 

PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

Eight  public  houses  have  had  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year. 
The  work  has  mainly  involved  the  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  with  stain¬ 
less  steel  sinks  behind  the  bar.  The  provision  of  new  or  improved  sanitary 
accommodation  for  ladies  and  gentlemen  and  the  general  decoration  of  premises. 
Where  new  or  improved  sanitary  accommodation  has  been  provided,  it  has  also 
been  necessary  to  provide  new  drainage  systems,  which  meant  the  abating  'of 
outstanding  nuisances. 

There  are  still  some  premises  which  need  improving  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  some  work  was  in  progress. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  in  the  district,  but  with  the  development 
of  villages,  especially  Gobowen  and  possibly  Whittington,  there  does  appear  to 
be  justification  for  some  to  be  provided.  If  managers  and  the  like  of  public 
houses  refused  to  let  persons  other  than  patrons  use  their  accommodation,  then 
it  is  felt  that  the  need  for  public  conveniences  would  be  more  noticeable. 


SO 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  OSWESTRY. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

rotices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

19 

21 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938!  ... 

34 

4 

2 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actf  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

53 

25 

2 

— 

2. —CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 

cases  in 

Particulars. 

Referred 

which 

Found. 

Remedied.  To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector. 

Inspector. 

were 

, 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

— - 

. —  — 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

'  '  ■ 

- - 

ature  (S.3) 

. — 

—  — 

— 

- — ■ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— — 

—* — 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

- - 

. 

■ - 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

2 

2  ■■■  - 

X 

•— * 

fective 

1 

1  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating  to 
Homework) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3  — 

T 

— - 

No.  of  Outworkers  (Wearing  Apparel)  9. 
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WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Number  of  houses  .  2947 

Rateable  value,  £48,651 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  £206 

WATER  SUPPLIES, 

Rainfall  Not  measured 
Consumption  Not  measured 


Frees  Waterworks. 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  main: — 197. 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  water  mains: — 
fa)  direct  to  houses  (1)  151  houses. 

(2)  453  persons  (estimated). 

(b)  by  means  of  stand 

pipes  (1)  46  houses 

(2)  138  persons  (estimated). 

Parts  of  the  villages  of  Clive,  Hadnall,  Ash,  Stanton  and  Preston  Brockhurst 
are  supplied  by  private  undertakers,  and  the  hamlets  of  Aston,  Barkers  Green 
and  Tilley  by  bulk  supplies  from  the  Wem  Urban  District  Council. 

Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses — wells  and  boreholes. 

A  scheme  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  district  with  water  is  being  prepared. 

The  only  public  water  supply  is  that  to  Prees,  other  piped  supplies  are 
privately  owned. 


Premises 

supplied. 

No.  of 

Coliform  Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Faecal  Colli. 

Prees 

• 

8.  4.  48 

177 

Nil 

Nil 

23.  11.  48. 

35 

Nil 

1.  r.  49. 

50 

Nil 

Wem  Urban  Supply. 

68 

Samples  taken  during 
the  year  were 
satisfactory. 

Ash  Magna. 

1.  1.  49. 

28 

8 

Nil 

Clive. 

8.  4.  48. 

100 

Nil 

Nil 

1.  1.  49. 

180 

Present 

Preston  Brockhurst. 

East  Grinshill. 

Salop. 

8.  4.  48. 

75 

Nil 

Nil 

I.  T.  49. 

5 

Nil 

Sansaw  West, 

Grinshill,  Salop. 

13.  5.  48. 

66 

Nil 

Nil 

1.  1.  49. 

25 

Nil 

Stanton. 

13.  5.  48. 

47 

Nil 

Nil 

1.  1.  49. 

T3 

Nil 

Weston  Village. 

1.  1.  49. 

_ 35 

20 

4 
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Total  Premises  supplied:  596. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  supplies  where  samples  showed  the 
water  not  to  be  satisfactory. 

Of  the  2,947  houses  in  the  district,  596  have  a  piped  water  supply,  20  per 
cent.  The  ,remaining»80  per  cent,  of  the  houses  obtain  their  supplies  from  we] Is 
and  springs,  and  the  more  outlying  houses  from  brooks.  Much  of  the  water 
is  of  doubtful  quality  and  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  the  water  has  to  be 
carried  some  distance. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements  for  sewage  dis¬ 
posal.  No  record. 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works. No  record. 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works.  No  record. 

Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  t(o  W.C.s.  No  record. 

New  work  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  new  scheme  considered  or 
decided  upon  by  the  Council.  None. 


Housing. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the 


Housing  Act,  1936  . .  48 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  .  48 

Number  .requiring  minor  repairs  .  48 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  30 

Number  closed  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded: — 

1 .  Council  Houses  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  17 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  2 

Number  of  houses  (Completed  during  the  year: — - 

*1.  Permanent.  Private  (one)  Council  42 

2.  Temporary  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year  37 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1949: — 

1.  Permanent  .  29 

2.  Temporary  .  Nil 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  .  6 

Number  of  inspections  .  12 

Number  where  defects  were  found  2 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  2 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  1 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  inspected  1 

Number  of  defects  found  .  Nil 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  Nil 
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Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  26 

Number  inspected  .  24 

Number  of  inspections  .  40 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  — 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  .  — 

Number  of  ice-cream  retailers  .  1 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Number  .  Nil 


LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  .  Nil 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  parishes  .  13 


A  scheme  for  the  collection  of  dry  refuse  from  the  nine  largest  villages  was 
prepared  to  operate  from  January  1949,  (for  a  trial  period  of  three  months.  If 
successful  the  scheme  will  be  extended. 


NUISANCES. 

No  particular  nuisance  has  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 


Number  of  T.T.  producers  .  54 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  138 

Number  which  complied  .  121 

Number  of  accredited  produc¬ 
ers  .  97 

Number  of  samples  taken  359 

Number  which  complied  .  256 


Number  of  licences  to  Pasteur¬ 
ise  milk  .  Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  retail 

pasteurised  milk  .  Nil 

Number  of  T.T.  retailers  .  1 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  Nil 

Number  of  accredited  retailers  Nil 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  .  498 

Number  inspected  .  72 

Total  n umber  of  inspections  .  72 

Number  with  defects  .  27 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  25 


Method  of  Cleaning  Utensils. 

1.  Number  using  steam  sterilisation  .  5 

2.  Number  using  hot  water  .  493 

3.  Number  using  chemical  sterilisation  .  Nil 

In  general  the  conditions  in  the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of  production 
were  satisfactory. 

Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk  .  1 2 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

All  infestations  investigated  have  been  minor.  The  Council  is  not  the  auth¬ 
ority  for  the  purposes  of  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  and  complaints  are 
passed  on  to  the  proper  authority  on  the  County  Council. 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 


Number  dealt  with:  1.  Premises  (a)  Bugs  .  Nil 

(b)  Other  vermin  Nil 

2,  Persons  .  Nil 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1  .—INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number 

Number  of 

* 

Premises. 

on 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 
prosecuted . 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

50 

28 

'3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938’$ 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actt  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers'  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

50 

28 

3 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 

ature  (S.3) 

. - 

- 

- - 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

. 

__ 

- - 

_ _ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

2 

_ 

-n.-n— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

_ 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

1 

— 

3 

— 

85 


\ 


